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let me throw in a couple or two cents here. Rather than simply 
penalizing these children, perhaps, in ways of the Class III 
misdemeanor and the license revocation, perhaps we should try to 
fashion a response that addresses the problem at hand. For 
example, if you're a young person, you're associating with 
alcohol, there's reason to believe that you have been drinking, 
perhaps there should be a different response. Those individuals 
that I described, those young people are commonly referred to in 
some places as at risk children. So perhaps the response would 
be for the state of Nebraska to determine just what the risk is. 
In other words, if an individual, if a young person is caught in 
this situation, perhaps a drug abuse, alcohol and drug abuse 
assessment should be done. Maybe that would be an opportunity 
for the state of Nebraska, people in the state of Nebraska to 
use this as an opportunity to intervene in that young person's 
life to determine if they, in fact, have a drinking problem or a 
problem with other drugs. Maybe that is the response that we 
can put into law. We're still sending the message of our 
concern, we're still sending the message saying, we shouldn't be 
doing this; but we're also sending the messages that you're 
young and that the state of Nebraska wants to help you, if you 
have a problem. Shouldn't our first response perhaps be, is 
there a problem in your life that's putting you in this 
situation? Do you have a chemical dependency problem? Should 
that not be addressed? If you have a chemical dependency 
problem and you're a young person in Nebraska, you're not going 
to achieve sobriety by having your driver's license taken away. 
Maybe that will lead us elsewhere if we do something like that. 
Maybe it would lead us to the revelation that our services for 
our young people in the state of Nebraska are wanting. We're 
going to be listening in Appropriations to some testimony this 
week that are saying that we need mental health and substance 
abuse services for our young people if you're in the judicial 
system. So fine. The state of Nebraska is willing to help you 
as long as you commit a crime first. What about those young 
people who aren't committing crimes? What about those young 
people who haven't been caught, who haven't been convicted? 
Aren't their lives worth salvaging as well? Perhaps Senator 
Quandahl has given us a vehicle to have, as a community,...
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