
March 7, 2001 LB 227

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

there are lots of dangers to environmental tobacco smoke, so how 
far should we go this year? I think we can take this bill and 
say we are targeting our effort to the public. We are targeting 
our effort to children and families. We are making some 
reasonable accommodations that restaurants can have a bar area 
where people can eat. We can also make a reasonable exemption 
for them to have a party room that's smoking. These were ideas 
that have been talked about three years now and this bill has 
come to this form through a lot of discussions. It's had a
committee process and no attempt...the attempts to amend it were 
not successful. So you have a concept here that's been enacted 
in other states, it's been in the largest cities in the United 
States. The evidence supports that it isn't a revenue breaker 
for restaurants, but it is a step for...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ...people, for the people of Nebraska, the
people who work in this environment. This is the last public 
place that doesn't have some governmental regulation. And we, 
as a government, have a responsibility to the health of people, 
knowing the evidence that we have that's not been refuted here 
that this is a dangerous thing to expose the public and expose 
children to these toxins. And this bill will take us another 
level, where we need to be. Twenty years ago this bill...the 
bill was passed, in part, because of a concern that there might 
be an initiative that would be even more restrictive. I think 
it's our responsibility as a Legislature to take this issue, to 
work through this issue. We have. If there are people who want 
to bring specific amendments at the Select File level, I'm happy 
to work with them, but today these are...this is the form the 
bill is in and I think we...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ... should advance it. Thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: You've heard the closing. The question
before the body is the advancement of LB 227. All those in
favor vote aye; all those opposed vote nay. Senator Thompson, 
I'm sorry, your microphone wasn't on. It's okay. It's on now.


