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is that important? Well, one of the reasons are that Congress 
certainly is beginning, and there's a number of requests from 
many legislators in Congress, to look at a uniform system of 
voting. We need to be prepared in this state to respond to that 
and keep track of what they're doing in Congress. We need to 
know exactly what types of voting that we have. Most of us 
think that there's only an election in this state every two 
years. In reality, there's an election every ten days in this 
state with the number of elections that we have. They come from 
villages, boards, cities. All sorts of various elections occur 
frequently. Our election process includes all of those. What I 
would propose to do, and the Government Committee unanimously 
sent out, is a process that would be a task force for a two-year 
examination to see what kind of process we have. This would be 
comprised, obviously, of the people who were involved in the 
elections--from the state level, the Secretary of State; we 
would put in the Chairperson of the Government Committee; 
someone from the Governor's Office; the election commissioner 
from a large county, an election commissioner from a small 
county and one from a medium-sized county to give us various 
perspectives on how our process works. A lot of people in 
Nebraska have no idea of the various methods we have of voting. 
Certainly, as we respond to requests from Congress, we want to
make sure that we're ahead of the game so we know what some of
their proposals...what impact that may have on us financially, 
procedurally, and as just a practical impact on our citizens. 
Right now we don't have a very good handle on that. I think 
this task force would be able to report back to us, take its 
time for two years, and one of the concepts are that they could 
monitor the next election cycle that will be in two years. That
would give us a chance to look at how that election is run. We
may want to monitor that more closely or in some other terms, 
and then the changes can come back to us in the year 2003 so we 
could be ready for the 2004 presidential election. It really 
will take us four years to get ready for any of those changes. 
NCSL has aggressively began to address this. They have a task 
force on election reform and I believe that a number of other 
states are going to try to do this. One is that there are also 
a lot of people who are concerned about the process and is it 
fair. Does it actually do what we want it to do? These task 
force also serve a purpose. They're to restore people's faith


