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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
based on what I was told that Senator Vrtiska is trying to do, I 
cannot agree to his amendment. There are two parts to the 
amendment that was adopted this morning. One inserted the word 
"or" where it needs to be...or struck the word "or". It's there 
and it needs to be stricken. That should stay in, that...that 
part of the amendment. This other is an activity which has been 
done by executive order. It can continue to be done that way. 
What I think we ought to do is just remove that...that entire 
package from the bill. I've told Senator Hilgert and I will say 
it to Senator Vrtiska, because I hadn't mentioned it to him, I 
will work to craft a bill for next session that will do just 
what everybody says we want to do, but the federal government 
does not require this part to be enacted. It does not have to 
be enacted at all. An attempt was try...was undertaken to try 
to give the Legislature some oversight with reference to the 
program. What I would do, and Senator Hilgert has agreed that 
he would work with...along this line too, I'm sure Senator 
Vrtiska would get into the loop, contact whatever department of 
the federal government this program is under; find out if the 
state intends to enact legislation of this kind how such a bill 
needs to be fashioned in order to comport with the federal 
requirements. Does the federal law require that there be a 
senatorial presence? Some people say yes, but that would
violate the Nebraska law so you couldn't have that anyway. If
taking the senators off will bring them so far out of compliance 
with the federal law that it's as though no law were enacted 
anyway, what we ought to do is leave everything right where it 
is. The program can continue pursuant to a Governor's executive 
order. We would not disturb anything. We would not put a bill
of any kind into law that may be ineffectual. So what I would
suggest is that we...either Senator Vrtiska be prevailed on to 
withdraw his amendment, if one is up there, or we defeat his. 
Then Senator Hilgert had told me that what he intends to do is 
to offer an amendment that would strike just that part of the 
program that we were talking about earlier where the difficulty 
came in because of the presence of state senators. If I have 
confused anybody who is interested, I'm willing to answer any 
questions. Now that I have gone through something like an 
explanation, I'm going to recapitulate as clearly as I can. The 
amendment that was adopted this morning has two parts. One of
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