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orders, that they be subject to fine rather than a withholding
of this Universal Service Funding money. Now, when we get to
the committee amendment, I"m going to suggest a division of that
committee amendment. Let me tell you that the bill.__the
committee amendment as it came out of committee with the bill
does one more thing than what 1 have described to you, one more
thing in imposing administrative fine. It changes the law with
respect to the effective date of a Public Service Commission
order. As the law stands right now, if there isa contested
hearing before the PublicService Commission and the commission
comes down on the side of one party or the other and enters an
order finding for that party, if that order is appealed by the
losing party, the Public Service Commission order does not go
into effect until that appeal has been heard and decided by the
court. That has...can have quite a detrimental effect on the
authority and the impact </ a Public Service Commission order.
If I am the entity that Iloses that administrative or that
hearing before the Public Service Commission, that contested
hearing, and if it means quite a bit of money to me, it would be
only a good business judgment on my part to appeal that order,
because the final decision by the court probably would be
months, if not a year or two down the line. In the meantime, |
can continue to reap the benefits of the actions that the Public
Service Commission deemed to be wrong. And even if the court
reverses the decision ata later time 1 have reaped the benefit
of that for months, if not...if not years by the time it goes
through the court system. So the second part of the amendment,
and this is LB 1240, by the way, that was amended in regarding
the effective date of Public Service Commission orders. LB 1240
was amended into the committee amendment, so that"s what that
is, If you want to look at LB 1240. We did amend the original
provisions of LB 1240 significantly to insert more of a due
process administrative act procedure for dealing with this
effective date of the commission order. And 1 will explain that
in more detail when we get to that part of the amendment. |1
want to tell you, and, Senator Cudaback, when it gets...when it
gets time to debate the committee amendment, 1 am going to ask
that the amendment be divided and that these two issues that |1
have very briefly described, the one being the fining authority
of the commission, the second issue being the effective date of
the commission order, that those two questions be divided for
consideration by this body. And | think that"s appropriate. |



