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this bill is exactly what I think we need. I think the 
creativity, the thoughtfulness behind the whole bill is 
excellent, I have no problem with it whatsoever. But I do have 
a problem in this way in taking dollars from the Excellence in 
Health Care Trust Fund that a previous body set aside to be 
granted in a different way. I agree completely with Senator 
Jensen, that this is a prime candidate. I urged Senator Bohlke, 
when she asked me to sign onto this bill originally, to go to 
the Trust Fund Board and make application for these dollars. It 
couldn't be a better place or better spent dollars, there's no 
question about it. But 43 members of this body debated LB 1070 
on how we would set up the Excellence in Health Care Trust Fund 
and made a very careful, learned decision at that time that we 
would not do what we're doing this morning, that we would make 
application to that trust fund for the dollars and how we would 
spend them. Now I am the first one that says there are health 
care issues outside of that venue that this body still needs to 
look at, analyze, and make a good public policy decision on 
whether we want to fund it from General Fund dollars or other 
places. But I'm extremely concerned that we're subverting the 
process. It's such a good bill but, if we pass it, what kind of
precedent does that set for every other issue that follows it?
I'm very, very concerned. I would probably be one senator who 
would vote in favor of General Fund dollars being used to fund 
this in the event that we didn't...the money couldn't be gotten 
from the Health Care Trust Fund. But I suspect, knowing the 
goals of the Trust Fund Council, one of them is tobacco
education; it's a strong goal of them to fund this very type of 
issue. And without having either even gone through the process. 
I'm extremely concerned again about us subverting LB 1070, the 
43 members, including Senator Bohlke, voted for in the past 
Legislature. Now can we change? You bet you; if we've got
25 votes, we can do. anything we want to, there's no question
about it. But is this truly the proper way to do it? I...I
implore you, this is a good piece of legislation. It's
extremely hard to stand here and oppose the funding mechanism, 
but I have to do so. I hope that you'll look at this very
guardedly, understand what you're doing. I remember very 
clearly Senator Warner standing on this floor time and time 
again, I remember him getting me off on the side of the Chamber 
and counseling me on looking only at the moment and not looking 
globally and not looking at the future, and I very definitely
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