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SENATOR BYARS: Correct.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: And now this would encompass all Medicaid
patients getting...
SENATOR BYARS: This includes testing...
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...this mandated thing.
SENATOR BYARS: ...testing of every infant and not just
high-risk.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: And even though then the private sector,
primarily, is not doing this at all?
SENATOR BYARS: Yes, they are doing it, but it's just hit and
miss. It's been just a matter of choice, as far as the 
hospitals and as far as the pediatricians are concerned, on 
whether they are asking the testing to be done. So, yes, it is 
being done. Bergan Mercy, in Omaha, I know is doing it on...I 
think they are doing it on most of their babies. Some of the 
Lincoln hospitals are also, but, again, it's hit and miss.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Who makes that decision, the hospital, the
gynecologist, the parent, the mother?
SENATOR BYARS: It could be any...it won't be the hospital,
well, it could be the hospital. It could be all three of those, 
individually or collectively.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, I am going...I know we're on the
subject, I mean on the statute change, but I call the attention 
of the body to the fiscal note, which is in your blue books or 
in your bill books, if nothing else. And, you know, it's one of 
these wonderful things,...
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...and I guess I'll let you make that
decision. As I interpret it, it's a couple hundred thousand to 
get started. There's some annual operating costs. Additional 
staff will be needed to track children and provide education.

8967


