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continue to do it. And if this bill takes the rest of the 
session, I don't care. What I've been asked by a lot of people 
is this, and some of you all know who you are, and there have 
been quite a few, what is there about this bill that keeps it on 
the floor? And I said, it's because the Legislature is trying 
to teach me a lesson, that's why it stays on the floor, or it's 
because "Governor” Radcliffe has so much power over the
senators, maybe some are not going to be flown here, there and
other... everywhere, maybe they're not going to be given 
memberships to country clubs, whatever it is that "Governor” 
Radcliffe has that he dangles in front of the senators. Maybe 
he's promised to help them on bills or hurt them on others. But 
in reality it's not my job to determine why bills stay on the 
agenda. It is not mine, Senator Aguilar, to reason why, mine is 
but to do or die, and I'm doing this so that a bill might die, I 
am doing what I'm supposed to do, and I will do it today and
I'll do it tomorrow, and I'll do it the next day. And in the 
meantime, I have some colleagues who are so naive still, so 
sincere in thinking that this bill can be improved, thinking 
that, if you strike that doubling of the security deposit,
something of value will have been done. Well, no, you will have 
left the garbage in place. I'm stealing some of that colorful 
language of Senator Hilgert. Usually he's not quite that 
creative and imaginative, but I like that word, I like that 
word. You're still going to allow the landlords to steal that 
security deposit, no accounting required. I've sat ir various 
committees and I've listened to groups come. You ought to see 
all the letters I'm getting from farmers and farmers' wives, 
telling how glad they are that I'm here, and how that I work to 
help them protect themselves. Well, I got some city tenants 
that I need to look out for, and the farmers are going to have 
to have their farm senators help them. That's fair, isn't it, 
Senator Cudaback? Senator Cudaback is not making (laughter) any 
sign at all. As the Bible said, this is a time when a wise man 
keeps silent and still. But look, there is one of me, there is 
one of me, so why should I look out for the urban people and the 
rural people who have to rent and the farmers, too? How many 
farm area senators are there in here? How many rural senators 
are there in here? What do you need me for? So, I've got to 
start focusing better. I thought we had some kind of 
understanding, brothers and sisters. I thought we were doing 
away with the rural-urban split. I thought the country mouse


