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only is desirable and feasible, but what ought to be done from
the standpoint of our obligation as state officials. This
amendment of Senator Thompson will strike language that was
designed to transfer that juvenile prison in Omaha to Health and
Human Services. That"s all that her amendment will do. That
which is being stricken was a bill that had been offered by
Senator Dwite Pedersen. Senator Dwite Pedersen is in favor of
striking that from the committee amendment, so there should be a
"yYes™ vote. Then there are a couple of other elements in the
committee amendments which will need some discussion. 1°m not
sure that 1 see eye to eye with those who are in support of
those provisions. I want us to move toward the necessity of
constructing a facility. It will not be under the Department of
Corrections. It will be under that Office of Juvenile Services,
or HHS, 1 get these letters mixed up now. I know my alphabet
forward and backward, from any point starting, going forward or
backward from that point, but when we start designating agencies
and subagencies by their initials I'm kind of lost, but most
people who followed the discussion know what it is to which 1™m
referring. We will push toward constructing a facility. Right
now, Yyou can draw in your mind three categories of youngsters
who are going to be under the custody of the state or iIn the
custody of the state; those who have been sentenced to that
youth prison in Omaha. It is a prison just like the
penitentiary except young people are there. There is another
group at the other end of the spectrum who wind up at Geneva and
Kearney, Geneva for the females, Kearney for the males. They
require some kind of custodial handling but nowhere near that
which is found at the prison. The middle ﬂroup are. not to be
sent to Kearney and Geneva because they require a tighter
custodial care than those two places provide but nowhere near
the custodial control found at the prison. So rather than have
that prison in the equation at all, we"re getting rid of that.
The Facility that would be constructed is the one we will wind
up discussing and that"s one...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...which I think could be designed in such a
way that children who currently ?o to Geneva and Kearney could
go to this facility where there will be children who require
somewhat more in the way of custodial care but not the prison.



