
April 14, 1999 LB 610, 652

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

particular, to foster care that I think are in a violent mode 
that need some other kind of place, so that's what I want you to 
include, a discussion with them, with Health and Human Services, 
that why do they do this, because in my district we've had two 
murders, go ahead, from that one house.
SENATOR THOMPSON: The youth that are placed...they can be
placed currently either by, and LB 610 is going to deal a little 
bit with this, but the kids that we're talking about today are 
adjudicated juveniles. Sometimes juveniles are not...are still 
in the process and are being held.
SENATOR CROSBY: I understand that. I understand that.
SENATOR THOMPSON: And they may be in group homes...
SENATOR CROSBY: Um-hum.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ...or foster care. Sometimes the youth
aren't charged. I think one of the troublesome issues is that
these two kids, I mean there are...there are children who do 
things that are inappropriate, they cause property crimes and so 
forth, but most of the kids, and when you hear the profiles, I 
think one of the most telling comments that we heard when we 
were at Geneva was a question that Senator Jensen asked when we 
were meeting with the psychiatrist there and they ware talking 
about what kind of programming needs they had and 85 percent of 
the girls at Geneva have been sexually abused. There are so 
many problems that a lot of these kids are dealing 
with— substance abuse problems, behavior problems— but also some 
things in their own families that need to be addressed that 
might...this is, I know this is a concern and I know that a 
study was done a few years ago of the kids at Kearney and Geneva 
and kids in group homes. This was during...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ...the Nelson administration when Mary Dean
Harvey was there, and the profiles were very similar,...
SENATOR CROSBY: I understand that.
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