
March 22, 1999 LB 142

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

what...and listening to the discussion. But I do think, because 
I see that there's a 12 to 14 million dollar, I'll call it, 
windfall, may not be quite an accurate term for cities and 
counties, that there ought to be room somewhere in there for a 
reallocation of some of that money. I'm not clear of where. 
I'm not clear yet as to what that formula should be to make it 
happen, especially in light of the fact that if we do something with Douglas County, which there is that amendment up there, if 
that's there that changes the complexion of the issue. So, to 
me, I'm not...I'm really not sure at this point where it should 
be...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...but I do know I need more information and
I'm sure the Appropriations Committee will feel that they will 
need more information before they would make a decision this 
afternoon or even in a couple weeks, especially if we tinker 
with the formulas for cities and/or counties, or counties and/or 
cities if we tinker with those formulas. And that's why I would 
urge you to look at these numbers, at least. There's nothing 
about formula on these books, but at least it gives you the 
numbers in what we've been doing. And I think we do need more 
information, which we will have to have and probably not today. 
Overruling the Chair, if that's the best way to get at it, I 
would overrule the Chair. Otherwise, I prefer a rule 
suspension, which I think Senator Beutler's going to offer. I 
think that may be the more appropriate way to get at this issue. 
Either way, I feel it has to be discussed.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Wickersham.
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Mr. Speaker, I obviously rise to support
the ruling of the Chair. For those who believe that the issue 
needs to be discussed, we can perhaps do that if, as Senator 
Wehrbein suggested, Senator Beutler brings a motion to suspend 
the rules and you really do want to talk about this. And I'm 
not going to suggest that it isn't something that you do need to 
talk about, but you need to talk about it in context. Senator 
Beutler is suggesting to you this morning that this is something 
that has to be done for the NRDs this year. Well, we've handed 
around a sheet, and it's our...the Revenue Committee staff's and


