TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

March 24, 1998 LB 1010

down in Maryland which has some clout around the country, Sports
Illustrated. It started to be taken seriously. Then it moved
from ths comic pages through ths sports psgss through ths
editorial pages to the news columns. And the rationale is
simple. These young men perform the work of those who play
professional football and the professional football players are
rewarded handsomely. But the control over these young men-"s
life s greater than that which a professional football team
management holds or exercises over professional football
players. For those who are not aware of it, a football player
who comes to this or ar.y other big-time football factory on a
scholarship cannot hold a job unless it"s during vacation time,
and that is not enough time to earn money to go to school and
take ~care of the needs that a person has in addition to what
they call an athletic scholarship. So, the realm of big-time
college football is shot through and through with what are
called violations of NCAA rules. Those letters stand for the
National Collegiate Athletic Association. This 1is a
confederacy. It is a private operation. It is not governmental
in nature and we, as a state, should not allow it to impose on
the residents of this state, and whoever is a member of the
football team is a resident of this state, those kind of
provisions which would not be tolerated anywhere else. They
play a very dangerous game. It should not even be called a game.
If you look at the equipment you will see that it"s designed to
protect the skull, the neck, the limbs, the back, the ribs and

every part of the body. These young men wind up with broken
necks, fractured spines, whether it"s in the cervical area or
further down. It"s not uncommon to play with a strained ankle

or a stress fracture or some kind of stretched or torn ligament.
You get shot wup with various narcotics so that you can play.
The reason these things are done is that these young men are not
viewed as students. They are not recruited by the University of
Nebraska to be students. They are recruited to be athletes.
The proof of it, and everybody knows it, if one of these young
men is a marginal student but a top-of-the-line football player,
he will have no trouble staying at the school. As one of
these...they call them academic advisors, it happened not to be
at Nebraska because they®"re not that clever or either that
honest, this academic advisor, when asked how do you go about
keeping an athlete eligible, this academic advisor, so-called,
said, I could keep a cockroach eligible for three years, and
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