
January 25, 1994 LB 254

have the ability to move from county to county without any 
oversight. It is just suspicion on the part of the law 
enforcement officer that a misdemeanor has taken place. What 
kind of things are we talking about with regard to misdemeanors? 
Now there is a number of them that I doubt if there is an
infraction of the Barber Licensing Act, Senator Chambers, which 
is a misdemeanor, that somebody would chase you from Douglas 
into Sarpy or Washington County, but they could. And if you
would cut my hair the way I've seen you wear yours from time to
time, I would chase you, but it would not be with my automobile. 
The fact of the matter is that we lump everything as a
misdemeanor so someone could shoplift in a local department 
store. The department store could report it to the police, the 
individual could be going out the door and getting into their 
car, and the policy of the store might be not to raise any 
ruckus but just to call the police. That individual could be 
chased across county lines for as little as a $5 item, if that 
were the case. Yeah, it is a hypothetical. Probably that won't 
happen, but littering is also a misdemeanor. If a law 
enforcement officer- knew that these provisions of the law were 
now in place, saw an individual throw something out of their 
car, I might actual agree with the fact that they ought to go 
after them, in that case, because I think littering is a 
horrendous violation of law, but not to the point where we are 
talking about high-speed chases. Stop, bend over, and pick it 
up yourself, I guess, would be my response to somebody who sees 
that happen. What we are talking about here is issues that 
relate to rules of the road but we don't limit it to that. We 
don't talk ?bout misdemeanors that deal with rules that are 
limited to intractions as it relates to automobiles or trucks or 
travel of the highways. I mean illegal solicitation of votes is 
a misdemeanor, I guess, that we could be chased from county to 
county for, if we so choose. The issue is one of where do we 
draw the line, and I think the county is a great line at which 
to draw this issue as it relates to misdemeanors. You are 
talking about a huge, huge expansion of what the rights 
currently are. I mean there are a number, owning and operating 
a motor vehicle with an illegal sunscreen or glazing on the 
windows is a misdemeanor. Do you remember, some of you that 
have been here for a few years, remember the debate on that one 
that goes back four or five years when we fought like crazy over 
whether or not somebody's rear window of their pickup ought to 
be able to have a windshield screen on it, ought to be able to 
be glazed over. We put that in place because law enforcement 
officers said it...


