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a finite end and you will stop forcibly because there's no water 
left to pump. Our NRD system is going to be a main part of that 
effort to conserve for future generations the ability to enjoy 
the economic benefit that's been provided us. And I do support 
what we're doing here as a beginning, as a beginning, and I 
would urge all of you to think very deeply about the necessity 
to address it further as the years pass Thank you.
SPEAKER BAACK: Thank you, Senator Elmer. Mr. Clerk, you have
an announcement.
CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Horgan would like to have an Exec
Session of the Retirement Systems Committee underneath the north 
balcony now. Retirements Systems Committee underneath the north 
balcony now.
SPEAKER BAACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. The next speaker is
Senator Beutler.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Let me, if I may, just take another bit of
your time to explain to you what is the third and last most 
important concept of the bill. We talked about the remote 
possibility of a particular user being cut off to satisfy the 
needs of a municipal user. And we have talked about the 
compromise on the priority dates. Now the third thing that was 
built into this as part of the compromise was that in the event 
that a city with a particular priority date ever had to cut off 
a junior appropriator, someone further down the line with a 
right, and let's take an example, let's say we have a Lincoln 
well with a 1963 well date and let's say we have a junior 
appropriator and irrigator with a 1970 well date, should that 
irrigator's water ever have to be cut off, the city asking for 
the water would have to pay to that person just compensation to 
the extent that the water taken was being used by the cities for 
anything other than domestic use. Okay, that's a statement of 
the basic principle. Now keep in mind that that was built in to 
protect current users of the system who become junior by virtue 
of these priority dates that are being given to municipal wells. 
So we're talking about a special category of junior users. 
Essentially, it would be people who have water rights between 
1963, which would be the first municipal date, and the date of 
this bill. With regard to junior appropriators who might get 
rights in 1998 or the year 2000, or whatever, they would be 
treated as any junior appropriator would be treated. But that 
particular class of junior appropriator who is a current user
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