April 9, 1990 LB 187

hi gher poverty limts, in case you gassociate this bill with
Dougl as County and, in fact, 17 counties with | ower percentages
of poverty level folks. | also would Iike to y(enin ou t hat
there are two hospitals in the Qmha-Lincol n areas ?ha)( provi 8e

about 90 percent of this kind of care, in outstate about
75 percent of the hospitals provide 90 percent of the care in
t hose areas. | would just also like to renmind you, pecause |
don't want to talk any more than necessary on this, it's an
i ssue we' ve discussed nany tinmes, to rem nd you how inportant it
is. If you go by Lutheran Hospital which recently closed, there
isa signonthe door andi t says, For Emergencies Go To
Creighton, St. Joe Hospital. They are acceptingall the poor
folks, all of the people who fall through the cracks, those that
aren't eligible for Nedicare and Nedicaid, those that don't have
enough income to get into a CHPS program gnqd in fact. the
eligibility criteria, if anything, is too. is'too restrictive.
But, nevertheless, it's a beginning. I't helps us, I think,
understand the priorities that we should usewhen we spend
property tax dollars. In any case, they should never be used to

try to pay for health care costs. It also creates, as far as
I'Mm  concerned, verygood policy for the state and | think it" s
the kind of l|egislation that does deserve your attention. And
if we don't do it now, when? Nowis as good a tine, in fact,
even a better time than any to consider this jpportant
| egislation. So | would sinmply ask for your support to o errlge

the veto on 187

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Warner, please, followed by
Senator Langford.

SENATOR WARNER:  Nr. Chairman and nenbers i tpe Legi sl ature
this is another largespending item |t was pojnted out, not
this year, but it's long-tean inpact is significant. f this is
overridden and 1059 is overridden, there's still a m'I||0n el glht
left this year, so there's no problemas far as the 3 percent
reserve is concerned. But, at the cost and with the projections

and the assunptions, rather, that are used for the foll owing
fiscal year, whether LB 1059 is overridden or not, based on the

assunptions we would be running a deficit ofsonewhere between
12 and $20 million. One of the concerns | have had all along on
some of this legislation aswe expand what, jn effect, is
entitlement prograns, because if t hey' re being enacted, they
oughtto be funded. But if we're going to have nearly hal f,

40to 50percent of our budget, state General Fund budget,
increasing at a rate faster than the average growt receipts
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