April 9, 1990 LB 164

this last 19 nonths to bring Joslyn Castle to its proper place.

And I think that there have been at |east three corrm'ttee
hearings on this bill, six or seven votesby the pog
don't think there were any nore than four votes no Yl tﬁe V\ay

through the process. commencing in about four or five months

ago there wee...there was a significant amount of work
undertaken to restore Joslyn Castl e. AndI've sent to you a

list of what has been done as of this date. Agyou may recall
last year | promsed or told you that there were" goin

moni es spent voluntarily by the citizen of Omaha and tﬂe school
board to try to bring Joslyn Castle up to the state.. .up to a
r-:stored state. And, %uMe frankly that has been done
substantially in the l'ast few nonths. As you will note, that
already 239,500 doll ars has been spent in restoring Joslyn
Cast | e. ApprOX| mately twice that nmuch, gr a3 |ittle more than
200,000 more dollars will most likely be gpenthefare the
project is conpleted. Last year this Legislature comm ssi oned
study on Joslyn Castle, andthat study wasdone over a four or
five month period of tine at the end of 1989. Tne study was
funded by the state, it was approved by {he Governor an was
done by Narty shukert in omaha and ot hers, the forner City
Planning Director. Nr. Shukert concluded after, andvou' ve

seen the study, it's approximtely 180 pages %élrecomren ed
option was or is that the Omha Public Schools deed the castle
property to the Nebraska State Historical Society at no cost.

And the Historical Society would serve as phe tryustee of the
property,  but would not be invol ved in its day-to-day
admi ni stration. It went on and reviewed some of the

responsibilities that the State Historical QCI
acconplish. Last year | nade representations to t eb y would

this...that the State of Nebraska would not be respon5| bI e"For
restoration or maintenance of Joslyn Castle, norwould it ever
have to pay a purchase pricefor Joslyn Castle And LB 164
is...I have followed through to the letter on LB 164 i nasnuch as
there is no purchase price included, there is pno cost for
restoration ~or maintenance. The cost restoration and
mai ntenance will be paid by the citizens of &rﬂha tRe Symphony
Showhouse Association, Douglas County and gthers that have
contributed so generouslytothls facility and this project.

Why is this an jnportant thing to do now,
state do it? It's inportant to do now because |PWhdeothlf|ddotpte

the school district will sell Joslyn Castle tg the hest
bidder. And that, mostlikely , will be to a private deve?oper
which will have then the advant age of all of this work that pgg
gone into Joslyn Castle on a volunteer basis. And | think
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