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teacher, you don't get invited to the birthday parties. ol
grew up and became a senator and Chairman of the Legislative
Conmi ttee on Ethical Standards. You know, maybe we need a

committee on ethical standards. It's  no place to win a
popul arity contest. Your colleagues think you are an antagoni st
and the public suspects you are covering up. Even ihe

perception that you are sonehow judgi ng your peers is damagl ng
to personal and professional relationships you attenpt to pyild
as a legislator. | didn't do it for fouryearsand was
delighted...oh, | did do it for four years and was del | ght ed
turn the job over to another senator in 1990, but | continue to
believe strongly that the respect and confidence of e people
is an essential ingredient of representative formof gover manrt),
therefore, public officials must avoid conduct that isin
violation of their public trust or that creates a . justifiable
i mpression upon the public that such trust isbeing violated.
Al though it has been said that integrity has no need of rules, |
believe that persons serving in public positions want gnd need
Sﬁeclfl c stat utor¥ gui delines and directions on which to base
t heir decisions. he unenviable role of {nhe Ethics chairman
nenber is to interpret these guidelines in a sensiqive nanner at
the request of either the | egislator or a nenmber of the public.
The bulk of the work of the Ethics Committee is giving gagyisory
opinions a Legislature wants to know. can | sell this property
to the state? As the only one with the equipnent can I ";5ke 3
no bid contract to plow the streets? can ny |egislative aide
take this or that appointnent'? The conmittee and its counsel
meet and discuss the application of the code of ethics, the
conflict of interests |law and any other statute pertinent to the
question at hand. A decision is reached and an_ opinion _is
gi ven. New Jersey's Joint Conmittee on Ethical Standards is a
bi parti san panel made up of four senators and four assembly
menbers. Traditionally,a senator of the majority party is the
chair and the vice-chair 'is an assenbly member of the other
party.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR LANGFORD: The even nunber and the political bal ance of
this conmittee nmean that every decision rmust be nonpartisan.
however, have a serious question about this type of peer  oyiew
and would like to see an Ethics Commttee of forner |egi s(ators

and private citizens. |t js difficult to criticize 4 fello
legislator unless he or she is so far off base as to nake
everyone else look bad. | favor a commission of members from
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