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LR 239

C LERK: Mr . Pr esi d e n t , I now have an amendment to the bill by
Senator Coordsen with a note you want to withdraw, withdraw both
of them, Senators Okay. I have nothing further pending to this
bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question now is the advancement of 1141.
Senator Scofield, would you care to discuss the matter?

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Y es, Mr. President, I am going t o s u p por t
this tr ay . I don ' t know that I will support it on Final
Reading . I hav e never been a big fa x o f coo rdinating
commissions. I have always figured that, given my experience in
higher education, that any college president worth his or her
salt could outsm. t any coordinating commission out there, and
probably lobby them even more effectively than we are lobbied.
So we may...I am going to be very curious I guess t o s ee wh at
kinds of feedback we get from people out there over the weekend
on these two proposals, but I think it is going to come down to
us putting the filter in and filtering and taking with a grain
of salt whatever it is we hear. Because I a m no t su r e , I b e t
you we get all kinds of mixed messages, but if I really wanted
to see nothing happen, I certainly would oppose LR 239, an d I
might, as a sc reen, smoke screen, perhaps support 1141. I am
not convinced we can really get at what we want to get at wi t h
1141. I am not at all convinced of that, but I am going to
l i s t e n . . . I am g o i n g t o t h i nk this ove r ove r t h e weekend, I
guess, and, well, if we don't have the votes to do LR 239,wed on't h av e t h e v o t e s , and maybe 1141 is better than nothing. I
am not at all convinced of that given the skepticism I bring to
this whole process having been on both sides of i t and h av i ng
been on the Appropriations Committee. So I gu ess I a s k y o u t o
mull over this the same as I am going to do over the weekend and
listen to '>at people say, but not without a pretty h igh l ev e l
of skepticism of who you ar e he a r i n g f r om . A nd once agai n I
would reiterate that I don't think I read the same t hing s i n t o
the responses from the regent that Senator Baack said, and I
will bet you that we should not proceed on the assumption that
he wa s sp ea k i n g fo r t h e regents because I just pulled this
little handout that Ron Withem gave us out of my t r a sh and I
think he makes it pretty clear that he wasn't speaking for the
regents when he said he would support coordination. So I t h i nk
it is the buck stops here, folks. W e have got T h u r sday , F ri d a y ,
Saturday, . a n d Sun d ay , I guess, to mull over. . . I t h i n k w e a r e
all, with a few exceptions, determined to get somewhere down the
road in terms of coordination on higher education, and I guess
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