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out the Kearney State nerger, this mght be a fallback plan for
us to have a vehicle to address theKearney State issue again.
And. you know, that is a relevant argument but it isvery (jear
now that we are not goingto get a nessage fromthe Suprene
Court before this session is over Wth, orvery un|ike|y’ and so

that argunent is thrown out. But as | listened to the debate on
General File, and | was one of 19 who voted against the
advancenent, | l'i stened for what | consider to be the keys in
education as well as sonme other jssues. The keys that |
l'istened for was, you know, what real people want in education.
I think, first of all, they want access to a good quality
educati on. They want affordability. They want to be able to

pay not through the nose to educate their children in hi gher
education campuses across the State of Nebraska, and!| think
they al so want some accountability. Maybe that is what this
bill focuses on is the issue of “accountability. gyt
ultimately, as | was talking to Senator Baack on General File,
and we were tal king about this bill, and he nade a comment to me
that | guess ultimately led me to vote against it, andhe said,
what does this bill do to inﬁrove the education quality for
students'? And | haven'theard a |lot of that tal ked about and
maybe that is not a relevant part of this discussion, but I, for
one, feel that is the inportant part of any educational issue,
whet her it is school finance, or it is coordination gof
education, or student vote, or whatever it mght be. | think
that it has to tie somewhat back into the education quality {‘ r
the student. Now | supported the student vote. |'q |ike to see
t hat advanced but, obviously, it won't come if +this bill does
not pass, but | guess in the end | will continue either to
oppose the bill or support the bracket in this case yntil some
of those questions are answered. And | feel |ike the i nport ant
things, as | said, is access, it's affordability and somewhat
accountability, as wel|, and | am not sure that this bill
addresses those three points for me. | have not been | obbied
one way or the other on the bill. | don't have any of these
institutions in nmy district so it really doesn't matter, pyt |
do think that it is important that we. | guess it is inportant
that we tal k about the issue, and maybe give the voters of
Nebraska a chance to continue to dial ogue before we pass this on
to them Maybe that is the biggest problemis a |ot of people
don't even know what is being proposed for higher osqucation at
this point. You know, most of the focus has been on the
secondary area of education with the finance issue this year and
very little has been said about this particular jssuye, and |
guess, as | said, | will support the bracket notion.
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