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the bracket motion, and to urge us to take some action on this
Issue. We have an opfportunity, I think, in this session to
maybe earn a little bit of the noney that the taxpayers are
sending us down here toearn and, frankly, if we were paid on
productivity lately, we owe the state noney. We haven't done
much, and it is about time that we took on some issues. | don't
think my ~constituents sent ne down here to wangle over issues
that can't be solved. |n fact, | renember that that was brought
up at a nunber of town hall neetings last fall and, frankly, |
mssed my prediction. | said, no, nobody will come down here
and try tO_ do the I NpossiI bl e. They all are go| ng to realize
that it is probably 5 |ose/lose situation to filibuster and
argue on an issue that the public hasn't nmade up its mnd on and
the courts are dealing with, gndyet we have allowed ourselves
to be distracted froma |ot of other issues that | real?y%wrﬂy
believe that if we had asurvey of our constituents right now,
they would tell us to get to work and do what you can, anddon't
try to solve the unsolvable at this point. The other point that

I would make, | guess in terms of my support for 239, gnd| have
said this before, | started out pretty skeptical of (his whole
process. | was concerned about what the variousmaneuvers m ght
turn out to be that might, in fact,makeaccessto highe

education worse across the state rather than better, sn4 that it
m ght throw the power of the entire institution into one
institution rather than neeting the needs that people all across
the state tell wus that they have. And | have come away from
participating in the hearings feeling pretty confortable with
where we are and | see sone real opportunities here to solve
some problenms that | think nost of us are aware exist in pigher
education. I have, perhaps, been noreclosely involved in
hi gher ed than sone of you having been on the staff” ¢+ gp of
the state colleges and paid, perhaps, a |litt le bit nore
attention to some of the things about that system that
frustrated as a member of the Appropriations Comrmittee. Byt |

think this is the best opportunity we have had in years to ake
on some of the kinds of issues that concern us in terns of
access, offering people across the state opportunities to get
programs that they don't have the opportunity to get now, gng
that have bogged down in this body when we have tried to change

t hat . It is also an opportunity to make sure we spend what
money we have, that we are already spending, which is a
significant anmount, that has already béen pointed out, , higher

ed, it i s an opportunity to make sure that we spend tpnat well,

and I think it is also a realization that you just can't keep
buying more of everything, as Senator Warner | think was trying
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