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been given an opportunity to debate those, even if it was only
for 15 minutes, but at least we'd have an opportunity to say
what we wanted to say, but these bills were advanced in one wide
swoop and went o ve r t o Select File, and many o f us wer e
criticized for that. We were criticized from our constituents
at home. They says is this the way the Legislature operates,
and I don't think it is. But every y ea r we exper i e nce c r u n ch
time. I have been down here 14 years now an d ev e ry y ear i t
comes u p s u c h a s t h i s , comes up like this. But I think we need
to start during the early days of the session. We need to limit
the amount of bills that are introduced, and I would be hopeful
that the Rules Committee would consider this again. A lso , I
think we need to limit the amount of amendments that we can add,
also limit the time of debate. Senator Scott Moore offe­. ed a
c lotur e r u l e and I supported that and, hopefully, you will do
that again. And I think this cloture rule ought to take a ffec t
afte r so many hours of debate or so many amendments,and i t
should be with a super majority, say 30 v o t es , o r I wou l d even
be willing to go for 33 votes, if it is necessary. But we do
need to vote on some of these issues, and, Senato r Cha mbers , I
am going to chastise you a little bit for not letting us come up
to a vote. Like the gun control bill, you did have two votes,
and, Senator Brad Ashford, you did have two votes on i t , wh er e
on the abortion bills, we haven't been able to vote on those
once, and I think that is wrong for this body not to allow that.
We need to extend these courtesies to one another. We need t o
vote on the issues and not on personalities.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HEFNER: And l ike I said,I support the right to life
bills and I realize that it doesn't look like we are g o i n g t o
get a chance to even vote on those bills. Also, I feel we need
to debate the radioactive waste site bills, the liability on
this, but it doesn't look like we are going to get to it, and I
would like to vote on Senator Lamb's alternative. L ike I s ai d
yesterday, I am su pporting LB 1059 but maybe it won't pass or
maybe t h e G ov e r n o r will veto it, so w e s hould h ave an
alternative but it looks like those are going to go by the
wayside . Bu t i n t h e en d , I be l i ev e i t wou l d be better if we
support the Speaker and vote against this motion to overrule the
a genda. Th a n k y o u .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . S enator D i e r k s , p l e a s e .
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