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on. The countdown is continuing to move. I have fewer than six
hours to go and I think I'm going to make it. This article is
f rom the as I said. It 's called
Births C ontrolled, the subhead, Pr ev i o u s Reg i mes A bort i o n
Policies Reversed, and it's about Romania. Narcica, I think is
the pronunciation, N-a-r-c-i-c-a Negru, N-e-g-r-u, m arried f o u r
years ago and already has two girls. The f am i l y l i ve s i n a
one-room apartment, sharing the kitchen and toilet with 16 other
families. When s he be came pregnant for the third time last
August , s h e d ec i d e d t o abort. But abo rtion was illegal,
punishable by a prison term of one to five years. " I was so
f r i g h t ened , I cou l d n ' t t e l l anyone so I d eci ded t o do t he
abortion myself," she recalls. " You have t o realize that my
living conditions are not proper to raising one child let alone
three." Mrs . Negru's tragedy in Romania is Romania's tragedy.
D eposed D i c t a to r N icolae C e a usescu ' s attempt to boost the
population not only failed in itsstated goal to produce more
babies, it resulted in the highest infant mortality r at e i n
Europe, a huge num ber of orphans and the deaths of countless
pregnant women. Rom ania's n ew g o v ernment h as rev er s e d i t
predecessor ' s s oc i a l me asu r e s . "We f i na l l y c a n c h a nge t h i s
madness, " say s the head of the g ynecology department at
Bucharest's Municipal Hospit a l . "You hardly can imagine what
these Draconian policies did to people. I t ' s beyond b el i e f . "
Ceausescu l au n c hed the ambitious natality s cheme soon a f t e r
coming to power in 1966. His goal was to boost t he cou n t r y ' s
population from 22 million. to 30 million by t he end o f t h e
century . The gov er n ment said t h e p eop l e . . . t he po l i cy was
essential for economic and national survival. Surrounded by
Slavs, Romanians feared for their I.atin culture. A g r e a t
nat i on , Cea u s e scu said, needs a great number of people. For
similar reasons, other former communist governments also h av e
promoted pro-natality policies. Hungarians wanted to protect
their unique Nagyar identity and Bulgarians tried to in crease
the Slavic majority over the Turkish minority. To encourage
large families, financial incentives were offered. Throughout
E astern Eu r o p e , women received a monthly 'family allowance' for
each child. They also have been given generous maternity leaves
and priority on apartment lists. Enticing as these o ffer s ma y
have been, they only compensated for an estimated 20 percent of
the cost of rearing a child. Ceausescu out l awed abort i on s i n
Romania in 1966, excluding women who already had five children.
I n 1986 , . . .
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