March 30, 1990 LB 688

688 is a bill that was the result of a citation which was issued
by the State Department of Health to a group home in the
Panhandl e that provides services to the pentally retarded and
they were cited because there was a guestion about the scope of
practice in adm nistering certain nmedical procedures within he
group home the Departnent of Health said was not covered wit}nn
the scope of practice. So 688, after much comprom se and
debate, becane a bill in effect to establish a rmratorlum'}or
the Departnent of Health to allow all of the parties involved to
study this issue and come to a conprom se about how i ndeed t hese
procedures woul d be handl ed within a group hone. And what it
does at this point is seriously jeopardi zed because of the fact
that the Departnent of Health will possibly have an obligation
to go into group homes throughout the State of Nebraska, ¢iting
these group homes for violation of the scope of practice of
those homes and will in effect force the providers, \ynether it
be the regions, the private providers or others, to say we can' t
take care of these children; you' re either going to have to take
them back into your hones, you're going to have to send them
back into the institutions that they came from

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.
SENATOR BYARS: And so basically what this bill does now is put

a noratorium on t_his till Jl_JIy 1 of 1991 to study the problem
and come up with solutionsthat will be suitable for all
involved.

SENATORBERNARDSTEVENS: Thank you, Senator Byars, and | thi nk
that's  kind of where |I g et back to and thereal unfortunate

nature of it. I'mnot trying to condem. I'm not trying to
point fingers. I'mjust trying to say all of us knew that ghere
woul d be an attenpt one nore time for 769, particularly to nake
a point, totry to nake a statement. We all knew that. |
expected it, | would expect nothing |ess. If | were on the
other side it's is exactly what | would be doing, put | would
also know, and | think everyone else knew what woul d happen.

And |l guess...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: || get very, very...inside | have a
lot of hard feelings pecause things that Senator Byars just

tal ked about now are bei ng jeopardi zed, some really good things
that are happening to sone really good people. And somereally
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