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message to drug dealers that they are not welcone in this state.
It also sends a message to the youth of Nebraska that you
support us in our attenpts to avoid drug use and abuse. |{ gyen
sends a message to all Nebraskans that ?]/ recognize the
magni tude of the problemin our state and that you are ready to
act.’ Wth that, | would urge you to support my anmendnent which
coul d hopeful ly hel p prevent this insidious formof child

and protect the weak and defenseless children of Nebraska.
Thank you, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the Jjohnson
amendment ? Senat or Landis, would you care todiscuss it,
foll oned by Senator Chanbers.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Nr. Speaker members of the
Legi sl ature. | do agree very much with a part of Senator
Johnson's analysis here and that s that the |aw has every

reason to distinguish in this situation between the harm done an
i ndividual and the harmdone a child. It is quite common for
the law to make that distinction and the distinction is a
rational one, that while there maybe a criminal intent anda
crimnal notive, and a reason for punishnent where is
dcne to an adult, when one is subverting an individuz?] |ncapgabl

of creating the capacity to defend thenselves or to argue in
opposition or to physically defend thensel ves and conpel a child
or persuade a child to do that which is against their jpierest
and which may scar them for ||fe dependi ng on their own personal
strength and their abilit respond to adversity, the |aw
certainly permits the idea o%/ a greater penalty \when an act

i mposes a wrong on achild. And for that reason, | rise to
support Senator Johnson's anendnent. On the ot her hand it

very cl ear rel' ef,calls into question what is a dlfflculty |r¥
the bill that it is ber ng amended onto, pecause while Senat or
Johnson's distinction between the age of the victimis a
sensible distinction, one in which penalties should be
increased, the distinction (t;eography in 976, in
estimation, is not a rational di strnc ion. The crime is to sew
mind-altering, life-threatening drugs to kids. |f {pat |s done
on a school yard, if that is done in the doorway of a church,

if that is done in a basenment of a private hone, the qualrty orr
the crinme is no different. The evil is no different, andln
estimation, the punishment should be no d|fferent i
legitimate is the age of the individual, how inpressi onabl e tthey

are, what is at risk for them the fact that they are more
easily mi sl ed and subverted, the fact that they have | ess of an
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