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drugs, if you use minors to do your dirty work, you will be
punished nmore severely if caught. |t achieves this si nmply by
uppi ng the Nebraska felony classification gne increment above
that which would normally be charged if an adult were invol ved.
This incidentally is the same nethod enployed in federal |aw
which allows for increased punishnent on drug convictions where
an adult has either distributed drugs to a mnor or used a m nor
in adrug trafficking operation. This anendnent woul d provide
our state and local jaw enforcenment official -.wththe same
authority that exists at the federal |evel jn prosecutmg,
convicting, and sentencing drug-related crimes where a child
involved. It would also give Nebraska a system of puni shr‘rent
which is commensurate with the crime, that is crimnals who
choose to corrupt our youth by introducing them to drugs or
enlisting them in their distribution networks should and must
suffer additional penalties for that crine. Asyou are also, |
am sure, frightened and sickened, | am sure you are that drug

deal ers target societies nost vulnerable group, jts children,
into the business of trafficking drugs and introduce themto
other illegal activities. These crimnals ensnare the young and

then profit at these children's expense. gyuch exposure to crime
often has a corruptive effect on an individual child's Iife with

irreparable harm requiring exhaustive t reat nent and
rehabilitative prograns. The question before us and all
Nebraskans is whatcan wedo to protect and safeguard our
children from a negative and crimnal environnent t hedr

activity. Nany know edgeabl e peopl eargue for tougher Iaws
nore law enforcement officers, while others believe greater
enphasi s on education and rehabilitation is necessary. An
honest eval uation of the problem would probably indicate that
both views have nerit, both are correct, and neither can be
mutual 'y exclusive of the other. Infact, the battle for the
ment al and physical health of our youth is not won with a single
solution. It is rather a multidinmensional social problem

can only be resolvedif challenged with an equally diverse and
unbendi ng approach. Theamendment | have offered for your
thoughtful considerationthis afternoon is 5 gmall pbut could be
a significant contribution to the | aw enforcenent part  of
equation as it revises the Nebraska statute drug penalty Iaw gy
incorporating the federal system of having |aws specifically
aetailed for drug crimes where children are"the victinms. Qpe of
those who testified at the hearingof LB 1091 was a young man

frommy own district who is a senior jn high school Fremo t
High School. ~ He iscurrently Boys Statelovernor of Nebras
and Ben Sass, in his testinony, said this. "This bill sends a
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