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committed a crime. W e were to find out if the institutions of
government had worked. Sadly, I have drawn the conclusion that
the institutions have not worked as t h e y shou l d hav e . The
committee now has an even greater responsibility, I believe, and
that is to find out why they did not work. If, in fact, they
did not wor k , was any individual or group of individuals
responsible for the fact the system did not work? There are
many persons incarcerated today in Nebraska penal institutions
for various crimes. You will find that in most instances the
system worked with dispatch. It should work the same f o r a l l
p ersons , r eg a r d l e s s o f w h o , what position, or any other factor.
The public has a right to expecc that. The publ i c , I b e l i ev e ,
is satisfied with the work of this Legislature. T he publ i c
knows that this Legislature has acted in the public interest. I
believe the public will respond accordingly. I a m con c e r n ed ,
and i t ha s b een expressed on this floor many times, t hat i f
prosecutions do not result, that there may be deep distrust of
government by the general public. We are concerned that there
not be, and we are well aware of the fact that we can carry the
role of character assassins. We' ve been very careful about
that. I would hope that the work of the committee wil l b e
judged in finality as being for the good of the citizens of this
state, and that the other individuals o f t h o s e o t he r
institutions which have responsibilities to carry out wil l no t
be found wanting. Ladies and gentlemen, it is necessary, it is
necessary indeed that they not be found wanting. And, i f i t
t urn s ou t t o b e less than what we expect, there will be, I 'm
sure, certain questions t o be an sw e r ed . I h ope t h at t h e
committee...that the Legislature will vote affirmatively on this
b i l l , and t h at i t wi l l b ec o me l a w s o t h a t i t mi gh t be some small
degree of assistance for prosecutors in their responsibilities,
but also that it will reassure the public that we are concerned
that no perpetrator of a crime shall go free because this
Legislature did not do its very best to make certain that
prosecution could take place. We ought to make this state as
safe as possible for the children of this state, because if i t
is not safe for the children of this s tate and t h o s e who have n o
one else to protect them, then it is not safe for anyone. I ask

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u , sir. While the Legislature is in
session and capable of transacting business, I propose t o si g n
and I do si gn LR 304 , L R 308. Al so , Sen a t o r C o o r d sen i s
announcing some guests in our south balcony. We have 16 t h i r d
and fourth graders from Nilligan with their teacher. Would you

you to support the bill.
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