March 13, 1990 LR 239

wi th Ronal d Roskens' termnination. I' veintroduced bills, other
peopl e have introduced bills. Last year | introduced a bill to
strengthen the Coordinating Commi ssion. And the easan |
introduced that bill, you can go back to the transcript an8 see
| sat there and said, you know, Nebraska pays.. is in the top
five, nationally, what we spend per capita on higher education.
W spend a | ot of nmoney. But how do we spend the money? Wwe
load up a sawed off shotgun and have a pattern that w de. we
don't know what we' re spending it on. There is no coordinati on
out there. We don't know anything in the Legislature. e hear
fromall these people, wedon't know what's going on.  we need

to have a bullet approach,we need to figure out some better
coordi nation on these canpuses, figure out where we' re going ip

hi gher education, and spend our noney w sely. LR 239 by itself
doesn't appropriate nore noney, no, it doesn't do that. But it
will lead to a better idea of how we' re&pending our money, so
people like me will be nore convinced that we' re getting a pan
for  our buck, because now ! don't think we are. Our presen
system it is flawed, not because they fired Ronald Roskens, pot
because some nmenbers of the Legislature have pagd disagreements
with Nancy Hoch, this precedes that by a, long ways. "andit' s
unfair to sit here and make an accusation t hat I or Senator
W them or Senator Warner are behind this because we want to get
even. This is an argunent that has been going on for 5 umper

of years, and it finally came to a head. | think it's high
tinme, | think it's high tine for a change in higher education so
we can go to the voters of the state and the taxpayers of the

state and, once and for all, say, we' re going to try to get sone
bang for our buck in the dollars we spend for higher education,

because now we get a slight fizzle because we don't pow where
I't"'s going and have ~no_direction onhow we' re spending the
money. | synpathize with Senator MFarland and Senat or ros

They hear from their constituents, primarily in Li ncan, I%)ﬁat
they don't want anything to change. Wel | I hear from
constituents across the state and there are problens, there are
sone big problems. Does 239 solve all thenf it probably
doesn' t. But yet it attenpts taestructure sone things, and
it's ny hope that then wecan nove forward and go to the
taxpayers amd say, are we getting sonme noney, are we gett ing

some bang for our buck? Yes, we are. So, with that, | urge the
advancement of LR 239.

PRESIDENT: ~ Thank you. Senator Wthem followed by Senator
Schi nek and Senat or Warner. Senator Wthem y
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