March 8, 1990 LB 160, 247
LR 239

priority bill come up late in the afternoon but you | ook down
the agenda, there aren’'t any easy ones before us. we'rejust
going to have to begii n, I think, sloshing our way through the
very difficult bills. And this, frankly,this one and its
conmpanion bill comng up, I'msure, gre going to elicit major
comments from members on the floor. It's a very significant
pi ece of |egislation. It alters the way in which higher
education in Nebraska is organi zed and the nmanner in which igt s
gover ned. Very little bit of background first on the higher
education issue. As you recall, we, as a Legislature, probably
for the past 30 years have been call ed upon to nake sone changes
in the way higher education has beengoverned. | can recall a
year ago Senator Warner bringing in his orange crate full of
studies that have been done on higher education over the past
decades. The Legislature has never quite been able to gmeto
grips with the higher education issue. e have currently three
di fferent indeﬁendent sectors of higher education, public” higher
education, with no real neans of providing (gordination among
those three groups. Last year, LB 247 was introduced by ne,

along with, I believe it was B 160 that was introduced b
Senators Warner, Langford and Kristensen. | probably |eft Song

people out on that one but those are the three whose names | (g,
recall . LB 247 provided for a study of higher education.
LB 160 provided for renam n% Kearney, Kearney State ynpijversity,
and al so shifting Kearney State into the University of Nebrasyka
system That bill passed. oOver the last year then, over the
last summer a commi ssionwas appointed by the Governor to
study...to supervise a study of higher education. A consultant
was hi red, W dmeyer and Associates came to Nebraska and
conducted a study of higher education, focusing on governance
during the first year, as their study inplied that they woul d
do. Theyrecommended four changes. change number one, that the
comunity college systemremain essentially as it ;g Nunb er
two, that the current Coordinating Commi ssion on bost seconggry
Educati on be abolished and that a conm ssion on higher education
be established providing representation framthe ggoyernor the
Legi sl 'ature, the Conmi ssioner of Education, the four-year public
institutions, the conmmunity colleges and the private sector to
serve as a forumto provide coordination, discussion, gepnse of
vision for the way all of higher education should function
t oget her . The third recommendation was that the current
governing boards of the university systemand the State Coll ege
Board of Trustees be abolished and that a new coordinating board
be established that would have coordination responsibili ties
over all seven senior |evel canpuses in the state, Kearney,
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