March 8, 1990 LB 183, 843, 1059

speci fic amendment, pecause we do need sone of this background

i nformation. As Senat or

LB 183, the open enroll nent b\iNI}hIeasthaysearsltr?t??]ewf_]gn IW; g?lsﬁeed
part of that bill on an amendnent put in by Senator Schel [ peper
was that we would do a study of the...and take some hearings
around the state, which we did last fall. We had four hearings
around the state. They were attended by  approximtely
800 people across the state. We had excell ent hearings, |
think, and got a lot of good input from the people at these
hearings. That is what 843 is meant toaddress is those
concerns that they had. And, first of all, 843 s going to

change the funding mechanismpecause many schools felt that
there were not...there were not enough dollars$ transferring with
these students to allow themto properly educate those students.

So we' re going to change that in 843. The funding mechani sm qf
843 is meant to tie in very well with LB 1059 which we have
already tal ked about. And what it does is it would transfer gp
anount equal to the statewide averageper pupil cost or the
district's per pupil cost, whjichever is less, that is the anount
of money that would transfer with an open enrol I ment o choice

student. This...and wunder LB 1059 we are considering that if
1059 is goingto pass and I'm assuming that it will, t s
woul d just be part of the way that those funds in 1059 vvoulé l)

distributed. They would just be part of that...part of t hat
distribution formila. So, inthe bill, we tried to make it very
cl ear that any nonies t hat t hey recei ve for an option enrol | nent
student will be...wll be called an accountable receipt and al so
an expenditure of equal ampunts so that it's an absol ute wash,
so that there are no equalization funds that would go ith

option enrol | ment students. They woul d receive purel y their
cost per pupil or the statew de average cost per pupil and no
more dollars for that. That would not enter jnpto their
equal i zation ;%art of their formula. Ve also had to make a
couple of changes jnp the way that we do the spec|a| education
funding just because we're changing the dollar unts d
changing the way that we' re going to fund the rest o bi lap
We had to nmake the changes in the special education fundln to
correspond with those. We do that. Another criticismof the

open enrol |l ment was that sone students vvould not be able to take
advant age of it because transportation would not be available to

themto transfer to other districts, thus neking it nore of an
elite kind of system |n an effort to trY and address that, |
have put in this bill that there is available through the gi5¢e
transportation based on need and need is based on the sane thing
that the schools now have the statistics to base need on free or

10752



