Narch 7, 1990 LB 960

all.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LI NDSAY: Nr. President, | mpve that the E & R
amendnents to LB 960 be adopt ed.

SPEAKER BARRETT: |s there discussion? I f not, ) shall the E6R

amendments to the bill be adopted? All in favor say aye.
Opposed no. The eyeshaveit. Notion carried. They are
adopted.

C LERK: Nr, President, Senator Wthem would nove to anmend the
bill . (See_Wthem amendment, AN2881, on page 1242 of the

Legislative Journal. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Wthem

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nr. Speaker, and members of the body,
LB 960 is a bill we debated on neral File a week so  ago.
It deals with the concept of restructuring of education.” | h[aq

the privilege of attending a conference back in Virginia over
the weekend where | was able to neet with six |legislfators from
around the country, seven school board members from gzround the

country, and some of the brighter minds on this whole area of
howwe go about inproving education to make it a better
experience for children. It was a remarkabl e experience and I

came back conmitted even nore than | was before to the j4ea of
i nproving schools and needing to i mproveschools not in the
traditional way that we do, i mposing state down mandates,

throwing money at problems, but really looking at the way in
which schools ‘are organized, and how curriculum decisions gzre
made, and how teachers interact with students, sndhow students
actually learn, and naking the schools better; committed, as |
said, ~even stronger to the ideas behind 960. Alsgto be very
honest with you, | amnot as conmtted to the idea o‘% the grant
program that we have in 960 as | was before. part of that is
that | think the situation of inmproving schools is so massive a
process that we probably won't do a | ot of good by appropriating
the grant noney. Secondly, it is getting to be that tine of the
year when we, as legislators,are getting ready to cannibalize

| egislation and proposals that are out there on the floor. We
have revenue projections that have come out gince we last
discussed this bill. we don't have the noney that we thought at
that time that we did have, so | am proposing with this
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