February 28, 1990 LB 315

SENATOR BERNARD-STEUENS: Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Abboud, woul d you care to speak to the
Chanbers anendnent .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Chambers?

SPEAKER BARRETT: W are on the Chambers amendnent to the
Wehr bei n anendnent, believe it or not.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Must have got | ost somewhere a|0ng t he Wa¥
it i entite

there. Mr. President, | will discuss it in light of the
Wehr bei n amendment being as how Senator Chambers' amendment
m ght apply. | think that what we have to understand about the

federal regulation is that the people that were mandated by he
f ederal governnent to be tested were those people that were
involved in safety sensitive areas. On a railroad, it would be
t he engi neer or the brakeman. On an individual driving an
interstate truck, 18 wheeler, it would be the truck driver.

i ndi vidual that would flying an airplane, it would be the pilot,
people that they felt as theresult of accidents that had been
occurring throughout the country that they should have sone sort
of drug and al cohol testing. And that is why the federal
governnent came in with these nmandates. Now this particul ar
amendnent, which | just don't see as all that controversial,
states that | et's say you have a conpany out there'atrucking
conpany or a railroad, like UP or Burlington Northern, andd the
have this standard that they use that has been mandated by the
federal government, they want to continue to use that program,
this particular nmandate, to all their enployees. Theywill have
one standard. The State of Nebraska is comng in and said those
i ndi vidual s not involved in safety sensitive areas will now use
this standard for drug and al cohol testing. | think that a
conpany that is involved in interstate comerce we should all ow
thema certain amount of |atitude to establish these gtandards.
Now the federal standards are nuch nore restrictive than the

state, and that is why | am sonewhat confused o, wn we have
this kind of opposition. Idon't really see this as all that
controversial. The people that are actually involved in the

real safety sensitive areas that where Iives could be |ostare
going to be mandated by the federal government, andthese other
individual s that aren't safety sensitive, pmnagenent, whatever,
they are goi ng to be following the federal laws” Eyep though it
isn"t mandated, they are going to pe ol owi ng those, and |
think that we should allow thema certain anbunt of I|atitude.
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