February 28, 1990 LB 315

you went into a drug or alcohol treatnent program basic
concept, | think, that's there. Thereis also a drug standard
amendnent, | think Senator Hall got adopted. Al|, again, | want

to reiterate is | understand the intent and | applaud the desire
of menbers of this body totry and encourage people to nove of
of drugs, to get thenmselves taken care of and to be on the jo
wi t hout” having a drug or al cohol problem | think punitive
neasures have somepurpose in that desire. gyt et me tell you
that punitive neasures alone do not solve pe problem. And
unfortunately, in all the debate that we have had thisyear,
dealing with all of these drug bills, they have all aken that
approach. They have all dealt with the idea of taking away
rights and benefits and privileges and where is the gther side
of the equation, the progransto help these people deal with
their problem'? That's the question I'mtrying to raise g, the
floor as we debate this anendnent. | amnore than willing to
support the Hefner amendnment if it would include the funding™ 4
pay for these empl oyees' treatment programs. |f somewhere we
could find the money and the ability, Senator Hefner, for iphese
employees to have the ability to pay for these treatnment
progranms, then it nakes sense, then it nakes sense. But right
now these are workers with very little gayj ngs, with very little
income, losing their job, going on unenploynment and’thus not
having financial resources to afford treatment programs but
being told if you' rein atreatment program wel|, we' |l pay you
the paltry unenploynent conpensation benefits you' re entitled
to. reatment programs cost four or five, ¢ix tnousand dollars.
Even those anong us that have adequate incomnes, gecent incomes,
would have a difficult time affording five or six thousand
dol I ar treatment prograns. \We have, in t%is state, a qga a
pr obl em The Medi caid program does not provide for i%pgfient
treat ment Proﬁraﬂs. Qur insurance conpanies are cutting back
coverage of this program w\any conpani es have enpl oyees wit hout
any coverage whatsoever. How do people afford the treatnent
programs that they need and they deserve? And, in ny
estimation, that side of the equation is not being addressed.
Andso |l againraise this issue with you. |f you truly want to
solve the problem you need to include sonme soft of provision to
have paynent for Programs to hel p these people get off of drugs,
deal with their alcoholismproblemand get back to work. That's
all I'msaying. It's a sinEIe concept but it's a very difficult
concept because in all of the discussion we have had we have yet
to see the sort of jnitiative we should have. Wehave, in
Senator Hall's conmittee, stuck there, | believe, a bijll by
Senator Nel son and | to raise the alcohol tax to put into drug
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