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from th e Leg islature hadn't c ont inued t o pu sh f or t h e
i nvestigation. Righ t now, though, in the Legislature, it is
fashionable to see ulterior motives that we can tie into the
Franklin Credit investigation, a nd I w i l l sa y , a g a i n , w e have t o
stop talking about Dennis Carlson in this regard because he is
gone as far as this particular thing i s co n c e rned . I don' t
think that even if Alice Bartels is not confirmed that he will
be appointed. Now I don't have any pipeline to the Go v e r n o r ' s
Office. I have not talked to the Governor's Office about this
particular appointment. Nobody called me before t he h ea r i ng
before the Health and Human Services Committee. N o one ca l l e d
me about this appointment. So going by what Alice Bartels said
in her testimony and my impression of the woman, herself, I
think she will bring something to that board that will be
productive. Jus tice moves slowly in the United States of
America. We are not a police state. That i s t h e way i t i s
supposed to be and it is frustrating sometimes because we know
what is happening and it is difficult to get it altogether so
t he p e o p l e who ar e the perpetrators of, for instance in this
particular case, of abuse of children, which to us is the most
heinous of crimes, but justice does move slowly and we have to
allow it to go. And I understand the frustrations of e ver y o n e
but Senator Wesely confuses me just a little this morning
because I know normally he is very supportive of women but he is
voting against women this morning, and it is for other reasons
h e s a y s e ach t i m e . But I reiterate what I said before, I think
Alice Bartels is a very fine woman. One more thing about Dennis
C arlson, and Bern i c e Labedx m e n t i o n ed something that I h ad
wri t t e n d ow n. Pe rh ap s the Foster Care Review Board should
figure out some way and the Legislature should help that board
get some money to have a lawyer available and pay that person,
and that way they wouldn't have to depend on a v olunteer boa r d
member for those services. With the legislation that we have in
place and the things we are trying to do to help that Foster
Care Review Board function and so on, they need a lawyer. So I ,
for one, if we can figure out some way to help them pay for a
lawyer, I certainly would vote for that money. I guess a s l on g
as it isn't anything over $50,000, I am getting a little nervous
on the floor these days about saying I will vote for this, t hat ,
and the other thing that has money attached to it. But t o g o
back to my original premise, Alice Bartels is a very fine woman.
I think she would bring something to the board that would be
productive, and it would be very disappointing t o me i f thi s
Legislature would reject her. She doesn' t d e s e rve t h a t . Thank
you.
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