February 14, 1990 LB 313

you, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Nay | introduce a guest, please, of
Senat or Haberman. Under the south bal cony, we have Nrs. Beverly
Hol zfaster, who is the nother of our Page, my.
Nrs. Hol zfaster, would you please stand and be recognized by the
Legi sl ature. Thank youfor visiting us and we are apprematlng
the services of your daughter. Thank vyou. Nr. Clerk,

under st and we have an anendnent.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator NcFarland would nove to anend the

cormittee amendments. (See page 786 of the Legislative
Journal.)

PRESI DENT: Senator NcFarl and, please.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: Thank you, Nr. President. Fellow Senators,
two years ago when | became famliar with this issue on
unenpl oynent, | was struck by how |l ow we are in our unenpl oynent
maxi mum weekl y benefits in conparison to our surrounding states,

and in conparison to the states in the entire nation. e rank
43rd out of 50 states in what we pay as a naxi mum tWatbel ng

$245 per week for unenpl oynent insurance penefits, or, excuse
me, for workers' conpensation benefits. | am sorry. If | said
unenpl oynent before, | neant workers' conp. The Dbill, itself,
woul d have raised the maxi mum workers' conmp benefits for a week
from 245 to 290. It would have not dramatically inmproved our
rank anong the states or our surrounding states, but it would

| east have boosted that amount. At the time it was |ntroduced,

| always agree on policy jssues but their headline is the
I'njured, Jobless Wrkers Could Use an Increase, andreading from
it in the second colum, it says,"LB 313," this bill, "Would
rai se the Nebraska maxi mumto $290. Says, that ampunt, for
person whose working life is cut short by a JOb related inj ury,
i s not excessive." They indicated their support of the bill.
They conclude, "Recent i nprovenents in Nebraska's business
climate have provided nore jobs and opportunities ¢, worke

| nproving the benefits for unenpl oyed and injured workers shourd
be the next step." That was witten |astyear, February 6 of
'89, alittle over a year ago. That bill did not advance from
conmittee. It stayed there all | ast year. There were
apparently some negotiations that went on to which I was 45t 3

party, even though it was ny bill. So the maxinum benefits,
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