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about, and which there has not been enough debate re the
ki nds of t estimony before the Ninnesota court that ru?edt heir
parental notification statute unconstitutional. Thisis before
the 8th Grcuit reversed. The kind of evidence, for exanple, by
all of the health professionals before thecourt who concl uded
that the parental notification |aw did nothing for family
comuni cations. e of those testifiers, Dr. Jane Hodgson
concluded, | honestly think there is no benefit whatsoever. Tpe
law created nothing but problems for teenagers and their
parents. Dr. Steven Butzer in that sane trial on this |aw that
has been so specifically written for us today said
acknow edgenent  of adolescents pregnancy or aportions was
i nadvertently communi cated to one or both of the parents, the
effect of the communication and the rel ationship was al nost
universally negative, meaning the rel ationship deteriorated, did
not inprove. Paula Vent, g counsellor whohas counseled 3000
millgl'l QA tl'lia_ veiny tL'Ambling oj tllatioll saitl tllat the tAM Aid
not pbomoie femily i ¢ eé;ri ty ar communi cation; the |aw . if
anyt hi ng, was disruptive and had a negative inpact on famlies.
he Chair says we'vetalked enough. | say we haven' t, we just
haven't been talking about the no "c inportant things. |, 1981
Al an Guttnmacher Institute did a st Udy of teenagers and asked

whether ~or not, what they would do _inthe event they were
req_wred to notify? Mell mpst of themsaid, we al ready would
rotify our parents. As a matter of fact, in an '87 article in

the P in Nnnesota 60 to 5 percent f
kids already told their parents wi thout the |aw, d|6d t need tﬁe

law because the law, of course, is a very blunt instrument in

trying to force famly relations. The majorit 0 kids tell
their parents and the younger they are, tﬁ#a rmrg Iilf<ely they are
to tell their parents. On the other hand, it's true, znumber

of themdidn't tell their parents, sajd that they would not
notify their parents and then asked what would they do if tﬂey

woul dn't notify their parentsP About half of them said, | would
rather than notify ny parents and get a legal abortion q4ig I
will go out and get an illegal abortion, not the Least of which
is the story that conmes to us just yesterday on 8& ﬁ In whlch a
young girl in a state with a parental notification statute jeq
because rather than go through the judicial bypass, ghe sought
out an illegal abortion and died as a result. Now it 's true
some kids said rather than tell my parents and ask for an
abortion and a notification, | would carry the child ~o term and
| think that is why the proponents support this bill. But for
every oneof those, one out of four said they would 'eave hone.
I's that a great result'? Only 9 percent said rather than notify,
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