January 16, 1990 LB 514

PRESI DENT: Senat or W them pl ease. Jyst a nonment till we get
you turned on here. Nowtry it.

SENATOR W THEN: Yes, you m ssed ny saying, Nr. President and
nmenbers of the body. That was an inportant part of rmny.

PRESI DENT: We want to get in for sure.

SENATORWITHEN:  Yeah, make sure that gets into the record.

LB 514 is a bill brought to us by Senators Schi nek and Baack.
It is a bill dealing with the health education curriculumof our
state. Currently, health education is gne of the very few

things that is required of the state.  required by the state to
be in all curriculums around the state. There was a task force
group of folks who dealt with this issue to bring about an
update to that current statute. Senator Schimek will, |'msure,
just do an outstanding job explaining to you all of the ins gng
outs of what is being proposed here. The conmittee amendnents

do two fairly sinmple things. Number one, the

drafting error. In point 190 in the laundry Iist ofytr?iorqE;%Ctt haté1
need to be covered in a health education program according . to
the bill, should be the concept of death and dying, teaching
peopl e about the mortality of man and all of those and
dealing...being able to deal with grief and all of those things.
Wen the bill got drafted, sonehow the term"health and dying"

appeared. What the committee amendnments do is suggest replacing
that with the | anguage "death and dyi ng", which was the ori gi nal
intent of the legislation. | know some people are going to want
to argue whether or not that should be in a high school, junior
high school, elementary school curriculumand it's fine to
debate that topic. The conmittee anendnents are an attenpt just
to get the bill back into the shape in which it 5g originally
introduced. The second thing the committee amendnents do i§
that they add back into the statltes awareness of the nature,
causes and prevention of ment al retardation and other
devel opnental disabilities. That is in the current statute,
it's  my understanding. The original intent of the bill
suggested del eting that |anguage. A number of people appeared
at the hearing thinking that it's inportant that all people have

sone aW_areness of t he nature,causes and revention of ment al
retardation and other devel opmental disabilities in any sort f

health curriculum The committee agreed with themand we' re
recommending in the conmittee amendnents that that language be
retained in our statute as we update our health education
curriculum So, with that, | wll respond to any questions. |t
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