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have made it throughthis Legislature, but one of the biggest
stunbling bl ocks that | have confronted by the nunicipalities,

in particular, has been the fact that many of our small
comuni ties sinply cannot financially deal wth this prolgl em and

need some state assistance and that i s what the pur pose of

LB 163 is all about. But | would prefer, if we could,” {5 move
on to the motions pending. | peljeve there is a kill notion
that is pending, as well, that we would Iike to get to.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Senator Johnson. The Chair walld
like to take just a moment to share with the body a rather
interesting matter which has occurred in the last few days and

few weeks. The gavel wused by the Chair has been under
consi derabl e duress the last three years and has now devel oped a

split down through the middle of the block. This matter canme to
the attention of a forner nmenber of this august body, Senator
Arnol d Ruhnke, who many of you know, from Plynouth, Nebraska.
Former Senator Ruhnke is a devotee of woodworking. |t has been
a hobby of his for many,many years. And January 1st of this

¥ea_r, it wouldhave been 35 years since he was a freshman
egislator here in this Chanber for | believe the next 22 years.

He was around the Capitol | think as a senator for maybe 14 and
then | think he remained as Executive Director of the Nebraska
Associ ation of County Officials for several years beyond that

tine. For mer Senator Ruhnke has kindly provided this
Legislature with a prand new block and gavel madeout of
Jef f er son (bunty wal nut . It is Speaker proof' Senator Ruhnke

is with us today with his good wife. Arnold, would you please
take a bow und..".the sout h bal cony, and accept our gr atit ude’
please. Thankyou so very, very nuch. We are indebted to you,
sir. M. Clerk, to the first anmendnent.

CLERK: M. President, Senator Rod Johnson would nove to amend
the bill. Senator, | have your AM2018 in front of ne.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Johnson, please.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: M. President, | would like to ask to pass
over that tenporarily.

SPEAKER BARRETT: So  be it.
CLERK: M. President, the next amendnent | have is py Senator

B eck. Senator Beck, your anendnent is on page 274 of the
Journal.
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