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gap is going to be filled. Inavery reasonable, nononerous
fashion, the Legislature is indicating that these schools that
train the teachers should give attention to this hind f
instruction. We had agreed that we would watch to see how vvePI
they inplement it rather than put specific curriculum
requirements, so | don't think we can be any nore reasonabl e
than that. The fact that t he trai ners, t he teacher training
schools are not doing this is why the Legislature, asa
pol i cy-maki ng body, should undertake what we're doing here. The
final vote was 38/4, so | hope that we can keep at least 30 of
those votes. The article that | handed around to you underlines
some of the problems that exist not only in Nebraska but
throughout the country when it cones to the matters that we're
trying to rectify here. Due to the fact that many of those who
teach in urban areas, especially jnner city areas, have no
contact with the children or the parents who are in those areas.
There is no cross-acculturationwhere those teachers know
anythiuﬂ about the children, the culture, or the adults in the
area ere they would be teaching. As a result, they devel op
the stereotypes. One is based on the notion that if a person is
of an ethnic mnority or comes from a | ow-incone grea
regardl ess of ethnic or racial background, those children cannot
achieve as can those children of other parents who are better
off, as we call it. That is fallacious, but because many of the
ones who conme and teach believe that, they don't place the gsame
requi renents on the children, they don't |ook for the sane |evel
of achi evenment, and the children quickly realize that nothing is
expected of them so verylittle is given. Even in the nost
educational |y conducive environnment, there s g3 tendency for
children to avoid doing as nuch work as they ought to do. °gg if
the education environnment itself is one that encourages a child
to feel that he or she cannot do anything, t hat not hi ng is

expected of that child, then the child is going to fall even
further behind. The types of tests that are adninjstered, the

significance attached to those tests will result in certain of
the types of children I'mdiscussing being tracked, asthey call
it, based on the projected achievement |evel that those children
wi | | have throughout school . If they once get marked, they'll
never get out of that track. npre of these children wind up in
classes for the mentally retarded, the educable mentally
retarded, the trainable nentally retarded, not only because of a
|l ack of concernfor those children on the part of teachers but
admi ni strators can derive nore aid from the state pased on
having a large number of these children in these classes. A
greater nunber wind up being suspended and puni shed. National
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