May I, 1989 LB 639

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Kristensen js announcing
some guests under our porth bal cony fromN nden, Nebraska,

Chris, Claire and Audy Jensen. wuld you fol ks pl ease stand and
be welcomed. Thankyou. weare glad to have you. And. Senator
Nel son is announcing in our north bal cony 31 fourth graders r%rom
Seedling Nile School in Gand Island with their teacher. Would

you J)eogl e please stand and be recogni zed. e are pleased you

I(\:IOU|CI i with us. Thank you. An amendment on the desk,
r. erk.

gl__lllzRK: Nr. President, Senator Baack would move to amend the
i

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Baack, pl ease.

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Nr. Speaker and col |l eagues, this is an
amendment that | had subnmitted earlier andwe had a lot of
discussion of this when we were discussing the field offices
| ast week. This was a proposal that | think would have moved
the Department of Econonic Devel opment in the direction towards
better rural econonic devel opment. s tal ked about this. This
woul d have put some grant ppnpjes out there for existing
devel opment of regions and al so encouraging | gcal government al
entities to form regional groups to apply for these funds to
pronote econonic devel opment within their region. | think it
reached to the real crux of the matter forrural economc
devel opment in saying local support and |ocal grass-roots Kind
of support is the thing that is really crucial to rural economc
devel opnent . We have seen...the  study for the Nati onal
Governors Conference shows that some of the criteria for
economic devel opment that has really beenvery positive and
worked over the years has been the kind that has had |5ca1  and
grass-roots  kind of support. That was what | was shooting for
in that amendment. The body nmde the decision that day that |,
were going to support the field offices, rather than go this

direction. | will honor that request. | think that next year |
m ght be back, though, after we have watched and see what ~ these
field offices do. If they are not_ doi _n? the kind of things I
think need to be done, | may be back in wth a simlar | ing of

legislation directing them more towards the rural economic
devel opnment kind of issues that | think need to be &Jone. With
that, | would just ask to w thdraw the anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. It is withdrawn. Nr. Clerk.
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