Nay 10, 1989 LB 303A, 303

SENATORWESELY: Thankyou. Nr. President and menbers, just gp
alert, again, to the nmenbers of the Legislature. The health
cost problemis increasing. It is a great concern to ne. It
should be a great concernto you. LB 303calls for $8,400,000
addi ti onal dollars next fiscal year, $14,500,000 ¢the foll owi ng
year and that doesn't even include the additional $5 mllion i'n
di spute now between Blue Cross-Blue Shield and the state which
i s now under actuarial study. This is serious, this is serious.

We' re talking here about $23 nmillion more dollars, maybe
$28 million nore dollars over the next two years just in he¢’11|th
oyee

i nsurance costs. This is reflected not just in state enp

heal th i nsurance, but any enployer in the state jg facing the
same sort of increases. | know from personal experience over in
Lincoln Telephone where | work in per sonnel, the sort of

increase we' re facing and | can assure you that there jgsn't an
enployer in the state that isn't facing sone sort of increase in
health costs and in sonme cases significant increases just as we
are suffering froma significant increase. w fight and argue

and scrap over $50,000, in Senator Schnmit's cas€, agnd mill i ons
of dollars in other people's cases and here we're talking apout
$23 nmillion. Not hing much we can do about it, but | think at
the sane tinme we need to understand that this is $23 nillion
visibly present but there are mllions nore out across the state
in other enployee and enpl oyer insurance coverages that are al so
I ncreasi ng. Ny suggestion js that we' ve got get a handl e on

this and the one way to get a nandle on it is to get more
information, nore data and start to make some cost control, cost

containment initiatives work here in the State of Nebraska. |t
we don't get a handle on it, it's going to only get worse and
just want this bill to point out once again how serious a

probl em we have with health costs.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. The question is the advancenent of the
bill. All  those in favor say aye. pposed nay. It is
advanced. LB 303A.

CLERK: Nr. President, on 303A | have Enrollment and Review
amendnent s pendi ng.

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall, would you help us on the Enroll nent
and Review' ?

SENATORHALL: Nr. President, | would nove the E & R amendnment s
be adopted.
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