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it. The...Senator Warner points out that the reserve that is
there is in the neighborhood of $25 nillion and that it is set
u% for equiprment but also construction. And | would argue that

there is a fund there that they say is for equi prent because of
extraordinary costs, monunental costs, and things such as
certificate of need |egislation that we' re passing to raising
threshol ds because of those costs. ||, construction costs are
?oi ng up, too. And, |adies and gentlenen, the General Fund paid

or the building once, and if the hospital or the Ned Center had
been functioning as they need to function all along and the
admi ni stration had been functioning as they need to function all

along, we wouldn't be here today. W wouldn't be here arguing
whet herlor not they OU.ght. to have to pay for part of the
rebuilding of this building. |f folks hadbeendoing their job
and functioning as they ought to function, wewouldn't have to
have this fight. We wouldn't have to expend these dollars,

rebuild the dann buil ding over again, 3.5 mlli th t
that it originally cost 13 yea?s ago %n a EHJHHPRQ tha(:f‘ hggﬁc‘

settled one inch, doesn't have a crack in a f|gor, hasn't had
one bit of damage other than outside Bhysical damage to the
facade because there's been cracks in the brick. We wouldn' t
have a signed contract here that says, yeah,we're goir to go
ahead and pay it even though there hasn't been any bids Tet, jt
wasn't a ) COITpet|t|Ve_ I Ssue. It was just one conpany who nmade
the determination that it had to be done and then they” got

bid. The fact of the matter is if folks had been functioning as
they need to function a|| along, we wouldn't

anyt hing. They would have got the gontract or and thehagﬁ tigeé)rzy
and the architects 13 years ago to cover the defects that were

—

their fault, and now Senator Noore says, well , okay, look, we
all agree it's got to be done. Let's step back, have cooler
heads and say, fine. But that doesn't mean that General Fund
ought to bail themout. That doesn't nean that they ought to
have to pay the entire cost. And he of fers very goo

amendnent,’' that dOes send a message that Senator %themtal ke

about, that this situation is not going to go away. It's  not
going to go away. Veé're dealing with, this afternoon, the

capital construction budget and, hopefully, those buildings that
are going to be built through LB 814, people will take a Iook at
maki ng sure that commtnments are net, that blueprints are | ooked
at, that properties are inspected and that accountability js
there once those buildings are in place so that we don't find
oursel ves back in this situation. And | think that the Ned
Center and the university, out of the budget, have to pay for a
portion of this no matter where it cones from js a good idea
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