April 19, 1989 LB 89, 611

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr. President. Just very,
very briefly, | certainly understand Senator Smith's concern.
She has been consistent on that fronprevious di scussions and
this morning, and even certainly on the floor now, and |
appreciate that very nmuch. | would, however, have to agree with
Senator W them and other senators that either may or may not
speak on the anendnent, and that is the Legislature has yjsited
this issue. We have made decisions on this and | think the body
was ready to nove on 89. We were ready to go and, once again,

now we are revisiting this grea. | always get littl e
concer_ned when we try to solve all the problens thatare out
there in 'one particular bill, and a bill of this nature with the

funding and financing the school s the way we have in this gtate,
which is a bad system and we are going to go back in and look
at t hat ar eaof refinancing of education. [B611is out there
which will get rid of equalisation and foundation because e
has got to be a better way to do so. But get a little
concerned when we try to revisit all these areas agal n and again
and again, and | sense the body is ready to nbve on 89 in its
present form and | would hope that we would do so relatively
quickly. | do, also, want to bring to the attention that the
figure we have set of the $16, 000 now in the Conway anendnent,
within the last 24 hours, that has reduced by alnost $2.000.
You had one whereyou had it at 18, and we said, okay, we will
set it to 17, but we don't want to do that, that was one of he
maj or poi nts that we wanted to stress, that we wanted to br|ng
| evel s of teachers up to a particular level within the State

Nebr aska. Then the Conway anmendnent said we are going to do
away Wi th Phase | but we are also going to give ppre incentive
because there may not be enough there to require the smaller
districts to get up there that are wunderpaying their teachers

tremendously, we will lowerit to 16, and now we are having a
further lowering. | think the body has already said, Ilsten we

li ke the Conway amendment, the 16,000 is good. a
t horough debate on it and | woul d hope that we woul d si rrply nove
on. V¢ have got other jssues that are pending to the
Legislature, not that | want to curtail discussion at all but

think the body does know what it is doing and we have made our

decisions on it. | would hope that we would di spose of the
Smth amendment and hOpef Ully, t_here WOUl_d be no further
anmendnments, we'd si rrpl y advance the bill at this point. Thank

you, Nr. President.

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Wesely, please. senator Nelson.
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