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now. So | knowthat there will be exanples given of the
department making mistakes. | don't deny the fact that they' ve
made m stakes and | can cite a nunber of other exanples in terms
of the judicial branch making nistakes, we have made mi st akes.
It's a question of, who can do a bet t er job and are there other
solutions to the problem’> To do a better job, it seems tg me
you will find that the departnent is doing a bet t er job than was
the case before, they've set up a team nental health review
team that is there to_provide sone oversight to the department

and their staff. There is a handout, | had given a position
paper to the departnent on this bill. |f you havea chance, you
m ght ook through it. |t does indicate the | nprovements made

under the current system versus the old system and their
attenpts to provide for the discontinuation of ‘the warehousing
of children in hospitals. As | nentioned before, the attenpt to

bring children together with their families or ?her
circunstances that are nore appropriate, |less restrictive, ere

is, in sone cases, less cost involved. pByt, again, that isn' t
particularly my concern, although at the same time, as |
mentioned, the cost factor, you do, if you have a chance, note

on the fi'seal note this is a $20 million bill. | understand
there may be amendnents that woul d reduce that perhaps i, half
by discontinuing the part of the bill that would add to the
cover age, WK t he State Department of Social services, juvenile
of fenders who aren't now under their authority. bill wou d
add them to the departnent's responsibility in agdit ontot

dependent, neglected and status of fenders we' ve always had
responsibility for. So, clearly, a S20 mllion price tag should

concern us. and especially jf it is inappropriately used in
situations where it's not needed. But, in any even

nt,
what |'m saying is in ternms of who can do'the better J%b t he
Departnment of Social Services has inproved in this situation and
| hope can be continually pressed to inprove further so we don' t
have any child ever misplaced or harmed by the gsystemthat we

have. | am certainly willing to work with Senator Coordsen and
Senator Smith and other individuals concerned about inhis issue
who have expressed their concern to me. | very puch would |ike

to see a way in which we can provide for these children and care
for their needs and, at the same time, not ake this
unconstituti onal step and expensi ve step, | think, that woul d be
very inappropriate. In addition, how can we hel p the departnent
to do a better job'? WwWll, one of the reasons we have the
probl ens that we have is |ack of staff now under their
responsibilities. I have abill, LB 7%0 dealing with child
protective custody workers, foster care workers. We did not
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