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of the divided question, Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yes, Nr. Speaker and members of the body, I
think Senator Hall and Senator Withem raised some ver y
legitimate points because I think I had the same concerns and I
had some concerns from small manufacturers or repairers when I
first got this bill, but what we do have, I think to answer
Senator Withem's question, earl i e r q u e s t i o n , i s t h at t here ar e
t wo t h i n g s t h a t u t i l i t i e s , I t h i nk Pe o p l e s N a t u r a l G a s h a s b e en
in the business I think since about 1977 offering a ut ility.
There is rates and there is service, those service contracts, if
you can look at them as being separate pots or something. They
are separate. The utilities is.. . th e r at e s a re o v e r h e r e , t h o se
a re. . . and b ecause t h e bill is written as it is i s to by
regulated n atural gas or electric utilities, t hey c an n o t
subsidize the service contract. So that i s t he reason the
amendment of the bill was drafted in this particular fashion.
So it simply allows the gas companies to do the same thing that
Peoples h as b een doing si nc e 197 7 and really the Insurance
Department just discovered that they should be regulating these
areas an d so f o r t h . Right now, if you are a. . .you se l l an
appliance, I'm a dealer, I sell an appliance, you' re exempt from
your contract if you have a s e r v i ce con t r ac t on i t , you ' r e
exempt right now under this...the particular statutes. I f y o u
repair an appliance, if I'm a repai r s h op , y ou ' r e also ex e mpt
under the exemptions that are in the b i l l . I f you a r e
author i zed a s er vi c e f aci l i t y b y a manufacturer-retailer, you
also are exempt under the differer".exemptions that have been
put up . An d i f you ' re a manufactur .r-retailer you a lso a r e
exempt. So what .:his d oes i s ~.i m p ly . . .doesn' t cha ng e t h e
playing field. It dc.-sn't make the big Peoples Natural Gas and
Ninnegas h a v e any advantages ov e r t . ie small manufacturer. It
simply keeps them the same thing, someihing they' ve been doing ,
so it is...that is really the purpos! of this particular bill
that I introduced LB 776 to the Banking and Insurance Committee.
So with that, I'd try to answer any que:tions or so forth.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. An a mendment on t h e desk,

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Withem wi uld move to amend this
portion of the amendment referenced on pac,e 3, lines 9 and 10 by
striking the language which reads, "by a r '.gula t ed natura l gas
or electric utility". (Withem amendment aI pears on page 1500 of
the Legislative Journal.)

N r. C l e r k .
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