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of the divided question, Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yes, Nr. Speaker and nenbers of the body, |
think Senator Hall and Senator W them raised gome ver

legitimate points because | think | had the same concerns ang P/
had some concerns fromsnal|l manufacturers or repairers \ypen |

first got this bill, but what we do have, | think to answer
Senator Wthem s question, earlier question, i s that there are
two thingsthat utilities, | think Peoples Natural Gashas been
in the business | think since about 1977 offering a wutilit

There is rates and there is service, those service contracts, i

you can | ook at them as being separate pots or sonething. They
are separate. The utilities is. the rates are over here, those
are...and because the bill is written as it is is to by
regulated natural gas or electric wutilities, they cannot
subsi di ze the service contract. So that is the reason the
anmendnent of the bill was drafted in thisparticular fashion.
So it sinply allows the gas conpanies to do the same thing that

Peoples has been doin since 1977 a eally the Insurance
Department just discoverged t hat they shoulng lge reéul ating these

areas and so forth. Right now, if you are a...you sell an
appliance, 1'ma dealer, | sell an appliance, you" reegyenpt from
your contract if you have g service contract on it, you're
exenpt right now under this.  the particular statutes. |f you
repair an appliance, if I'ma repair shop, you're 3|so exempt
under the exenptions that are in the bill . If vyou are

authorized a service faci ||ty by a manufacturer-retail er, you
also are eer‘T’pt under the differer” .exerrptions t hat have been
put up. And if you're a manufactur .r-retailer you galso are
exenpt . So what .:hisdoes is ~impl.. doesn't change the
playing field. It dc.-sn't make the big Peoples Natural Gas 4pq
Ninnegas have any advantages over t.ie spall manufacturer. It

sinply keeps them the same thing, soneihing they' ve been (gin
so it is...that isreallythe purpos! of this particular B9

that | introduced LB 776 to the Banking and Insurance Conmittee.
So with that, I'd try to answer any que:tions or so forth.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. An anmendnent on the desk
Nr. Clerk. '

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Wthemy y/d nove to amend this
portion of the anendment referenced on pac,e 3, lines 9 and 10 by
striking the |anguage which reads, "bya r'.gulated natural gas
or electric utility". (Wthem amendment al pears on page 1500 of
t he Legislative Journal.)
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