April 4, 1989

constitutional. We've addressed that, | think, in the
amendnment. We al so ask for an opinion fromthe tax conm ssioner

of the State of Nebraska jn order to get his opinion of the

bill. And that also is included in your packet of jnformation
that was distributed. | would like to reference one particul ar
paragraph that he outlined in his letter. I't says, and this is

from Tax Commi ssioner John Boehm hesays in  myopinion it is
not necessary and woul d be poor policy and ext r emd overkill to
repeal the uniformty clause of the Constitution in Its entirety
to acconplish an exception for agricultural land. Tpe Supreme
Court recognizes that there are strong policy reasons for
allowing preferential tax treatment for g property. The plain
language of LR 2CA, as amended, clearly states that the
agricultural land may be valued by a method that does not result
in values that are uniformwth the values of other tangible
property and franchises, and appears sufficient to effectively
exenpt agricultural land fromthe uniformty requirenments of the
Constitut ion.  That, | think, along with the Attorney General' s
Op.'nion does indicate, at |east to me, that there is support for
an exception to the uniformty clause, that it can be done, and
that it's not necessary to amend the entire, or to exenpt or
preclude the entire uniformty clause in the constitution. I
think many of the argunents that have beenfajsed on the bill
were raised in the amendnent that | offer d, but I’ Iso like
to say that | appreciate the concerns that some of youahave W th
changin or amending the uniformty clause and the potenti al

m schief that could happen in this body in future years. It' s
also been represented that the changes in populations. th
shifts will also mean changes in representation ?npt #1?3 body ande

that we could become a much nore yrpan represented body than
rural, and that rural could suffer in years to cone. That is a

risk that we runon all issues, not just this one, but all
i ssues t hat af fect rural Nebraska. Sowhile | appreciate that
argunment, | think we have to realize that that is a concern that
we will have from 1991 forward as we reapportion the State of
Nebraska. |' ve tried to address many of ?he points that you had
on the constitutionalityproblens, on the i ssue of whether the
voters support the proposed amendment. || of course, | can' t
really answer that. I would just indicate that they were
sympathetic in 1984. What their opinions, the voters opinions

mght be this time around is very difficult to say. pyt| think
with the strong educational effort that would be prowged by the
farmorgani zations across the state, the idea is one that can be
sold to Nebraskavoters. |t is ny hope that, if it is placed on
the ballot, that a lot of work will be put together (5 gsyupport
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