March 30, 1989 LB 487A, 488

ﬁ%ISISTANT CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on the advancenent of the
i

SENATOR LANDIS: The bill s advanced. We' Il moveon to
LB 488, introduced by the Education Conmittee. Mr. Clerk.
ASSlSTANT CLERK LB 488 was introduced by the .Education
Committee. (Title read.) The bill was read for the first time
on January 17. It was referred to the Education Committee. The
Education Committee did report the bill to General Fje,

Mr. President.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you. M. Chairman Wthem on LB 488.

SENATOR W THEM Yes, Senator Landis, menbers, LB 488 is a bill
that amends the Private Vocational Education Authorization Act.
Currently, private vocational schools, they've been sometines
referred to as proprietary schools, schools like Lincoln School
of Business | guess is an exanple, some of the vari ous private
vocational schools, Universal Technical Institute up in Omaha
comes to mind, are currently regulated by the gtate Depar t ment
of Education. Last year they put together a task force
consisting of the regulators and those schools that are
regulated to suggest “some changes in the Vocational Education
Aut horization Act and, again, these are primarily technical

types of changes that are being made to bring the act up to
date, using the term they prefer the term the state of art,

termof art right now | guess is postsecondary career schools gq
opposed to private vocational schools. This bill clarifies that
private col |l eges and universities offering baccal aureate | evel
degrees are exenpt fromthe act. That wasn't necessarily clear
bef ore. This elimnates therestriction on establishi'ng rules
nore stringent than those specified in the act. The departnent
can make more stringent rules if it so desires. genator Baack
may help himself to one of my French fries if he desires.

Secifies that the accreditation by a number of |isted
accrediting agencies which will be accepted as neeti ng the
m nimum st andards. Changes the provisions governing branch

facilities, renames what branch facilities are gndit goes on,
elimnates grandfather clause, an obsol ete grandfather clause.

Basically it's a good bill. The rel ationship between these
private vocational schools and the departnment and our public
school s sonetinmes gets a little bit strained, but this pijj is
one t hat I think will inprove that relationship. |t's a bill
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