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to attend a performance there. I quite frankly think this is a
very small thing that we can do for Joslyn, for this particular
art exh i b i t t ha t i s something that our children a nd o u r
children's children will value, and I urge that you do not
indefinitely postpone LB 705.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . Anyone e l se ca r e t o spe a k t o the
indefinite p o stponement? Senator Be rn a r d - S t evens , Senator
Labedz and Senato r C hambers . S enator Dav id , p l e a s e .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you, Mr . S p e aker , members of the
body, I hadn't intended to say anything on 705 but as I' ve been
listening to d ebate a couple of thoughts occurred to me which
e xpla in s t h e d i l e mma I h a v e o n the bill such a s t h i s . I
certainly favor support of the humanities, support of the arts.
I have done so, last year with Senator Morehead. I pu s he d an
appropriation am endment t hat wou l d ad d $ 200,000 t o t h e
humanities programs and what have you and I understand that the
value of what a collection such as Senator Lindsay is r efe r r i n g
to would be to the people of the State of Ne b r a s k a . I a l so h av e
a couple o f con c e r n s , h o wever , a nd I g u e ss , S e n a to r L i n d s a y , i f
you want to take some of my time later to r espond o r y o u w an t t o
respond later on your own time, that would be fine. I guess a
couple of my concerns are I wonder why we are attacking this on
the sales side, why not just come right up front with a general
a ppropr i a t i o n , y o u k n o w , we' re go in g t o appropriate. Now that' s
maybe not an appropriate thing to do, but I suspect t ha t mayb e
that is the area that we should be right up front and do. The
o ther t h i ng i s mo r e ph i l o so p h i c a l i n r eg a r d t o ou r t ax
situation. One thing that I gained upon going throughout the
state and talking about the Syracuse Tax Study and the r a i l r o a d
lawsuit and th e pr operty tax issue was t h at the State of
Nebraska has consistently, over t h e ye a r s , ex e mpt ed over he r e ,
exempted ov e r t he r e , exempted all around and we' ve made so many
exemptions on sales, property and what have you that t he s t a t e
of the ta x structure in our particular state is in a very
chaotic mess and what we have here is just another very sma l l ,
granted, very sm all, but another little crack, another little
chink and at some point the Legislature has to make up its mind,
w hat ar e w e d o i n g in regards to e xemptions in overall tax
pol i c y , you kn ow? And I wou l d t h i nk t h at t h i s i s a quest i o n
that we all have to look at. Maybe there is a way simply to go
around instead of giving a tax exemption to go a straight
appropriation, say we the state woul d l i k e t o h e l p appropr i a t e .

don't know if that is feasible under the laws of the state,
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