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Bernard-Stevens does have that «clarified with the Attorney
General's Office. If that is so,then | would really not have
nmuch difficulty notwi thstanding the fact t hat Nr. Narshall
(sic), the present time, is not perhaps any nore uni quely
qua||f|ed for the responsi b|||ty than woul d nost people or many
people who mi ght be appointed to that responsibility. | paye
di stinct problens with those commttees g5 created perhaps by
Senator Wesely or SenatorGoodrich. Those comittees, in ny
opinion, are weighted toward the Historical Society and against

the tribal members, and the third member will never be an
individual whichwill be unbiased, gng | just say that in some
of the same vein as Senator Wesely nentione inregard to the
natural bias of the public counsel. | don't believe it s a
natural bias of the counsel, that he feels that perhaps because
of sonme experience the counsel might be, in thi i nstance,
sonewhat biased. But | want to enphasize t'hat for the nost part

the tribes will always be inthe mnority position and in a
weaker position than will be the society or anyone else wlo

m ght happen to possess the goods or the skeletal remains. For

exanpl e, the tribes, the Pawnees in particular st of them
d~ not live in this state, if sonething is di scoverecrirD then of
course, the actual knowledge of the discovery, in itself,
although the law is very clear now, | pelieve, may not be, in

fact, a matter of reportability, and all of the jtems may not be
turned over even for the decision which we woul d hope woul d t ake

place. I think you have toremenber, it was only a few nonths
ago that | was out to the Nahoney Park. Nr. Nahoney showed me
the Pawnee burial ground that they had dlscovered It was
isolated. It was surrounded by a wooden fence.

hi storical marker there which outlined the history of the trlsbe

and sonme of their habits and how they survived and lived in this
part of the country many years ago. This represents to me what
1 think is the way that nost Nebraskans would |ike to see such

remains handled. They were not disinterred. hey were not
pawed over. They were reéespected, just as | would hope t hat any

other remains would be respected, and | am sure that M. Nahoney

and his Game and Parks people could have unearthed the
remains...

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, Senator Schmit.

SENATOR LABEDZ: .. .and they could have put themin a nuseum and
they could have capitalized on them but ' {hey took a totally

different —approach, one which | think is far preferable and one
which | think we ought to try to encourage. gg what | want to
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