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private sector so that we canwrk with the private sector to
maxi mi ze purchasing going on ri ght now in Nebraska. | think
this is a wn-win proposition for everybod%/ in the state, and
|'d ask your support for the advancenent the bil

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Lanb, please.

SENATOR LANB: Thank you, Nr. President, nembers. | have a
guestion for Senator Wsely, if he'd care to respond.

PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR LAMB: Real ly not about the bill, but about the change
in the funding. As | recall you have, in the past, been very
much interested In the tel econmunications division g bef ore
it became part of the Departnent of Economic Devel opment. and
you touched on this briefly. I wonder if you would expand a
bit, because | see that you are diverting funds fromthe
tel ecommuni cations division in order to finance the bill, in the
armount of $125,000. Would you care to expound a bit on your
problems or your change  of heart in regard to

t el econmruni cati ons.

SENATOR WESELY: Certainly, Senator Lamnb. I guess the simple
response is | give up. We' ve tried for two years to try and get
the tel ecommunications division to do something. They haven't
hired anybody over there for two years, and they now are
proposing, that is the departnent is proposing to elimnate the
di vision in another piece of |egislation. And we can argue that
issue at that tinme. But in looking at it, it's clear that there
is no desire to proceed. Wth the money, it's 143,000 s wha
is earmarked for that particular function. We find that we just

thought there ought to be a better way to utilize that nmoney for
econoni ¢ devel opment than not do anything, as obviously where
we're at. So this A bill does reduce, from that program and
put it into this effort in an attenpt to try and not go back to
the General Fund without having sone source of the noney. But
essentially | just give up. It's clear that there is no desire
to proceed in that area. Rather than continue to force the

i ssue we thought we'd look for a better idea on what we could be
doing.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Wesely, would you like to close on the
advancenent of the bill.
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