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PRESIDENT: (Gavel .) Coul d you please hold your conversation
down a |ittle so we canhear better. Thank you. Senator
Wesely, please, followed by Senator Schmt.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, M. President, ers | think
that this issue calls for alittle bit OPEHPSCUéSi on as Wen ve
talked in the past, andyou've probably read aboutthe jdea of

i nposing an additionalsurcharge on inported oil with the idea
of discouraging inported oil and utilizing the, 1 don't know
what the plan was to utilize the resources raised fromthat.
But perhaps some of that noney would go to deficit reduction.

don' 0 know the details enough of the Issue back in Washi ngton as

to what they hope to do. Byt |, for one, plan not to vote for
this resol ution. That doesn't mean |'m going to oppose it as
wol |, but it seems to me that we' re taking a position pare on

national policy that has inplications far beyond what we have
the ability to understand in its conplexity at this point. In
my estimtion we have a serious problemwth oil inportation.
We still haven't conquered the energy problenms that we have gnd
that we need to |ook at, potentially, the idea of placing tpnat
surcharge on there to discourage that oil inmportation and try to
build up our ownresources. |f we take such a step, if it can
help with our deficit, ought that not be part of the discussion.
Because of my i dea that at |east we ought to | ook at that idea
and consider it, it seenms inappropriate at this time for g5 ¢q
shut the door to that, or at |east to reconmend to the Congress

that they not consider that option. I think every option ought
to be |l aid on thetable, to look at a nunber "of these isgues

that interrel ate. It's no different than when we fought the
battles here about Hi ghway Trust Funds and how they be gi verted
when we were having budget problens. And sonme people felt very
strongly that should not happen, gthers felt that it's an optio n
we ought to look at. Similarly, back in Washington | don' t
think we ought to shut the door and lock it, to at least
consider this idea.

PRESIDENT:  Thank you. Senator Schnit, please, followed by
Senat or Scofi el d.

SENATOR SCHM T: Mr. President and nenbers, | rise in support of

the resolution and | do sobecause | believe yer hati cal |
that if we do not express our concern to the edgrafngovernmanty

that what appears to be a very ready and available source of

revenue Wwill prove to be too nuch of a tenptation to certain
menbers of the Congress, particularly those from the eastern
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